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ISHS Annual Award Nomination

Nominee: Freedom & Remembrance Memorial Project Team Phone: (309) 251-1953
Address: 2310 N Weaverridge Blvd. Fax:
city: Peoria state: lllinois
E-Mail: hoffers@mtco.com Zip Code: 61615-8913

Nominator: Colleen Otto Johnson, Past Exec Dir Peoria Historicajy Phone: (843) 371-0373

Address: 1609 W Moss Ave Faxs
City: Peoria State: |
E-Mail: Cojohnson425@gmail.com Zip Code: 61606

List the title of the specific publication or activity being nominated for an award:

FREEDOM & REMEMBRANCE MEMORIAL PROJECT - PEORIA IL

Project Team Member contact information attached.
Project Team Contact: Bob Hoffer Email: hoffers@mtco.com Cell Phone: 309-251-1953

Category
PUBLICATIONS /-NON-BOOK MATERIALS \ PUBLIC PROGRAMMING
D Scholarly |:| Ongoing/Periodicals D Multimedia
D Other D Meritorious Periodicals D Production Exhibitions
D Russell P. Strange Memorial [:l Non-book Special D Educational Programs
Book of the Year D Projects Best Website
< I:l Collection Preservation > ( Special Projects > (D Lifetime Achievement )

( D Russell Lewis Award for a Young Museum Professional>

Complete and mail four (4) capies of the nomination form with four (4) copies of your supporting materials to: ISHS Awards,
lllinois State Historical Society, 411 E. Monroe Street, PO Box 1800, Springfield, IL, 62705-1800. Nominations must be
postmarked by November 30 of every year. Please include a $50 entry fee, made payable to the lllinois State Historical
Society. For more information, please call 217-525-2781 or email OfficeManager@Historyillinois.org.

If you are submitting a publication for an award and would like it returned, please include a statement in writing to that effect.

llinois State Historical Society 4 411 E. Monroe Street, PO Box 1800, Springfield, IL 62705-1800 #217-525-2781
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Joe Hutchinsorg 117 Highview Terrace, East Peoria IL 6161hutch63@yahoo.com
Genealogist, Member: Peoria County Genealogical Society, Officer: Sons of the Union
Veterans of the Civil War

Jared Olar- 1203 S Capitol Street, Pekin IL 61554  jolar@pekinpubliclibrary.org
Local History Program Coordinator akih Public Library, author tieir From the
History Roormewsletter,IA 6 NJcdlldb6ératirg memberwith Tazewell County
Genealogical & Historical Sociend member of Pekin Bicentennial Planning
Committee

David Pittmang 2422W Moss Avenue, West Peoria IL 616@ddgpittman@gmail.com
Peoriaarea community activist, Peoria Park District advocktember: Peoria Branch
NAACP Executive Committee

Bill Poorman-- 5507 W Timber Oak Court, Peoria IL 6161320orman.Bill@gmail.com
Educator, WriterMulti-media creator angbroducer, Lincoln enthusiast
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PEORIA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

309.674.1921 | 611 SW Washington Street, Peoria, Illinois 61602 | peoriahistoricalsociety.org

TO PRESERVE, SHARE, AND CELEBRATE THE STORIES OF THE PEORIA AREA
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¢ ¥ lllinois State Historical Sociefywards Committee
wS 3 NRA Y 2023 ISHS Annual AwardSpecial Projects category
9 ¥ R 2 NAYS Y Freédom and Remembrance Memorial Project

On behalf of the Peoria Historical Society, | express my whiedeted endorsement of

the Freedom and Remembrance Memorial Projétiis effort has had an exceptional

AYLI OG0 Ay LINBASNWAYy3I GKS KAal2NR 2dent, LI NI
and the 2,725 people known associated with it. Their stories were in danger of being
erased from history butarg 2 ¢ OSft S o NJ (0 SR&KISA N KA BS5 HIN® 2130
I RR&Ed®0 & G Hiyas I tyt2& t SR3IS 250F¢Fo6PR géﬂjfzm@mmﬁx%% Y1z
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well as the SpanisAmerican Waythe War of 1812, the 1792 Virginia Militia, the

Revolutionary War, and Daniel Boone, whose gigrandson is buried therethe

newfound history of thismall Peoridocation elevates its importance to a natilrievel.
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/| 2ai(ft $Rmeedaives a forgotten time and place in lllinois history and ensures

that the voices of those once silent will now be hedrdli A & | adhisvermeNt] | 6 f S
cannot imagine anore fitting recipient of anllinois State Historical Sociesyvard.
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FREEDOM & REMEMBRANCE
MEMORIAL

COMMEMORATING THOSE BURIED AT MOFFATT CEMETERY
SO THEY ARE FORGOTTEN NO MORE

City of Peoria Peoria Park District Peoria Historical Society
Peoria Riverfront Museum  Peoria County Genealcyical Society
Freedom & Remembrance Memorial Project Team

Flagpole Sponsored By
Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War

Capt. Zeally Moss Chapter Sons of the American Revolution
Peoria American Legion Post 2
Daughters of the Union Veterans of the Civil War
Peoria Chapter National Society
Daughters of the American Revolution
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PEORIA’'S MOFFATT CEMETERY

AQUILLA MOFFATT ARRIVED HERE IN:1822 AND. BEGAN-MINING AND-MIEEING VENTURES.
ON RETURN FROM THE: BLACK: HAWK WAR;“HE> BUIET: HIS- HOME=ON-SOUTH"ADAMS
STREET AND SET-ASIDE A SMALL BURYING:GROUND:FOR-FAMILY AND-ERIENDS=AETER
THE CIVIL> WAR HE  NAMED: ANTADJACEN:Z PARCEL “UNION: CEMETFERY FOR " THOSE
VETERANS. IN-THE-1870s "HE SOLD-THESE PARCELS-ALONG-WIEH-FHE EAND-BORDERING
ADAMS AND:GRISWOLD STREETS TO INVESTORS-WHO FORMED-THEEMOFEAEECEMETERY.
ASSOCIATION:-BURIALS-INCREASED- RAPIDLY: UNEIE-T-WAS /ORDERED “CLOSED IN-1905.
JHE-CEMETERY-WASABANDONED-ANDZEEEORI'S:O-SAVE [T OVER FIVE-DECADES-WERE
UNSUCCESSEULCOURT- ACTIONS IN-THE “1950s “GATHERED: SHARE RIGHTS, THE
PROPERTY-WAS-REZONED=GRAVESONES; AND-TREES-WERE CLEARED, AND-PARCELS
WERE-SOLD=T.0-BUSINESSES:>CEMETERY-"RECORDS: WERE THOUGHT :LOST-AND-THOSE
BURIED.-THERE =RELOCATED,> BUT: “ONLY.“ABOUT ~100 . TRANSFERS ARE KNOWN.
UNDERTAKER ‘REPORTS-STORED-FOR-A :CENTURY-WERE FOUND: WHICH: DOCUMENT
BURIALS:-OF-ABOUT-2;500-INDIVIDUALS: RECENT-RESEARCH HAS FOUND MORE THAN 200
ADDITIONAL-BURIALS: “TODAY,:2;600 - INDIVIDUALS ‘KNOWN BY NAME STILL LIE BURIED
THERE.- ONE-ISNANCE-LEGINS-COSTLEY, ‘THE ‘FIRST ENSLAVED PERSON ABRAHAM
LINCOLN. HELPED -FREE-IN-AN.-1841- ILLINOIS. SUPREME COURT CASE. EIETY-TWO
VETERANS WERE. INTERRED:- 49" UNION CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS, INCLUDING AN AERICAN
AMERICAN-WHO WASAT JUNETEENTH IN GALVESTON TEXAS, AND-ONE EACH FROM THE
1792-VIRGINTA- MILTTIA; THE: WAR: OF 1812, AND THE SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR
INTERRED- ARE. REMAINS.- OF UNKNOWNS BURIED IN A MASS GRAVE THA
REMOVED IN 46 CRATES FROM PEORIA’S FIRST PUBLIC CEM‘:TEPY DUDH\!G WORK

GRANTS, AFRICAN AMERICANS AND OTHERS, W
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THIS:PEAQUE DEDICATED BY
COLONELJOHN:C: BRYNER;: CAMP: 67
SONS OF FHE UNION VETERANS:-OEFHE CIVIE WAR
INMEMORY-OF VETERANS INTERRED:IN-MOEFATT-CEMETERY.

VETERAN RANK:=-CO==-REGIMENT: VETERAN RANK REGIMEN
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NANCE LEGINS-COSTLEY

NANCE LEGINS-COSTLEY 1S KNOWN TO HISTORY AS THE FIRST ENSLAVED PERSON
ABRAHAM LINCOLN HELPED FREE. SHE WAS BORN iIN 1813 INTO INDENTURED
SERVITUDEIN KASKASKIA, ILLINOIS TERRITORY, TO SLAVES RANDOL AND ANNACHY
LEGINS; IN 1827 IN SPRINGFIELD, NANCE, A SLAVE OF COL. THOMAS COX, WAS
AUCTIONED AND BOUGHT BY NATHAN 'CROMWELL FOR $151, BUT SHE REFUSED
CONSENT 70 THE CONTRACT AND WAS PUNISHED SEVERELY. SHE CHALLENGED HER
SERVITUDE IN COURT, BUT IN THE ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT CASE NANCE V. HOWARD
{1828) SHE WAS RULED THE WARD AND SERVANT OF CROMWELL, WHO BROUGHT HER TO
PEKIN IN 1829. CROMWELL SOLD NANCE TO DAVID BAILEY OF PEKIN, BUT WHEN NANCE
SAID SHE HAD NEVER CONSENTED TO INDENTURED SERVITUDE, BAILEY ALLOWED HER
TO LIVE NEARBY AS A FREE WOMAN. HE DECLINED TO PAY THE PROMISSORY NOTE
AFTER CROMWELL'S ‘DEATH IN 1836 SINCE NANCE SAID SHE WAS FREE. BAILEY WAS
SUED IN CROMWELL V. BAILEY (1838) AND LOST, BUT HE APPEALED TO THE ILLINOIS
SUPREME COURT IN THE LANDMARK CASE BAILEY V. CROMWELL (1841), IN WHICH HIS
ATTORNEY ABRAHAM LINCOLN ARGUED SUCCGESSFULLY FOR THE FREEDOM OF NANCE
AND HER FIRST THREE CHILDREN. JUSTICE SIDNEY BREESE AFFIRMED LINCOLN'S LEGAL
REASONING RELYING ON THE LANGUAGE OF THE NORTHWEST ORDINANCE AND THE
ILLINOIS CONSTITUTION; THAT “NEITHER SLAVERY NOR INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE" MAY
EXIST IN ILLINOIS. THIS AFFIRMED ILLINOIS’ STANDING l-\S A FREE STATE AND HEL}
"HE INDENTURE LOOPHOLE BY WHICH SLAVERY HA
JAMIN COSTLEY IN PEKIN AND RAISED EIGHT CHII
\M, WAS A UNION CIVIL WAR SOLDIER PRESENTAT J
COSTLEYS MOVED TO PEORIA, WHERE BEN DIED IN 1883
EIR SON LEANDER ARE AMONG THE MANY BURIED IN MOF

SPONSORED BY
ABRAHAM LINCOLN ASSOCIATION, WILLIAM G. POMEROY FOUNDATION,
ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

2022
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- Peoria Journal Star
- City of Peoria Faceboolpages
- Peoria Magazine
- Peoria County Chronicle
- Traveler Weeklgt S2NA I Qa [2y3Sad wdzyyAy3a .t C

- WCBUFM- NPR Network Affiliate & WCBU.org

- Mixcloud.com
- ISHSIlinois HeritageMagazine

- USA Today & Gannet Brands media outlets



MEDIA COVERAGBUMMARY

(Number of Known Coverage Instances)

PROJECT TEAM COVERAGE

0 Website(Extensive; Life of Project)
o0 Facebook Pagd&xtensive; Life of Project)
o Promotional Project Video

COMMUNITY COVERAGE

WEEKTV¢ NBC Network Affiliat€s)

WMBDTV¢ CBS Network Affiliate & WMBEM (4)
Peoria Journal Stdf)

City of Peorigl)

Peoria Magazinél)

Peoria County Chronic(&)

Traveler Weeklgt S 2 NBlatk Néwspape?)
WCBUFM-- NPR Network Affiliate & WCBU.qR)
MIXCLOUD.CO\)

Peoria Riverfront Museumg Social Media4)

O OO0 O0OO0OO0OOoOOoOOoOOo

STATE COVERAGE

o lllinois State Historic&ociety(5)

NATIONAL COVERAGE

0 USA Todayl)
o0 Gannet Brandg Other media outlets (many; exact # unknown)

(Note: Detailedinformation about media coverage is included later in this package.)



INFORMED OPINIONS

Juliana Stratton Lt. Governo - State oflllinois

Ancestorslike those buried in the old Moffatt Cemetery, who spent their lives working
for, fighting for,and praying for a better future for all of us, deserve to be laid to rest with
dignity and respect and memorialized in a way that demonstrates that they are not just
the forgotten citizens of Peoria. They were mothers and fathers and grandmothers and
gandF  { KSNA® ¢KSe& ¢gSNB &a2YSo02ReéQa az2ya | yR
they were fully human. And their humanity is what we are honoring todaylay is not

just about preserving history. Today is an act of justice. In some respects, it is a way of
reclaiming the land, placing markers in the ground to say that these souls will no longer
be ignored or overlooked or diminished. And as a communiy, lyave come together

here in Peoria to make it abundantly clear. We will tell their stories. We will
commemorate this history. And they are forgotten no more

Dr. Rita Al Mayor - City ofPeoria

Freedom and Remembrance Park will be a site that will provide education to our
community, while acknowledging our local history, but it will also be a-tngited p X
memorial for these individuals and their families.

Denise Jacksqrist District Council Member City ofPeoria

Well, this is an exciting day. And | would be remiss if | did not acknowledge God and thank
him for the opportunity to be a part ahis wonderful event. | must say, | was so excited
when | heard about this story, sometime about a year ago.

This memorial is a testament to how citig#sd communities across this country are linked
forever in history. We want residents all around the city and the state of Illinois to come
and visit this site to learn about the contributions of the veterans and all of the other
individuals who are buried her And the contributions they made on behalf of this great
country. We will never forget them.

Rev. Marvin Hightower President; Peoria Branch NAACP

[, like many others, believe that history is our greatest teacher. | also believe that history
aK2dZ RYyQid 0SS O2@SNBR dzLJT A0 aKz2dz RyQd oS &
but it needs to be recognized so that we learn from history so that @eQ i 6S R22Y
to repeat history.And | believe that this day is a date marked out in history from the
foundations of this world. And | also believe as the Bible says that the truth will make us
FNBSZ YR GKFEGQa ¢6Keé L. oStASBS GKIFIG KA&aG2N



Robert Johnson Sr., Board of Trustees Presideéntily Cahill, Executive

Director,Matt Freeman, Superintendent of Park$?eoria Park District

The Peoria Park District is honored to have been a part of this effort. Parks Service Staff is
particularly proud to have helped install the historic memorial markers. Our organization

is in awe of the commitment of the Project Team of local volunteers were focused

on bringing this important piece of Peoria history to the forefrofiur community is a
diverse one with a rich history; this memorial helps showcase this and honor the impact
of strong Peorians in the course of local, state, and natiorsabhy.

¢tKS @2ftdzy GiSSNJ ¢SIyYyQa ¢2N}] G2 Sy3r3as ryRrR S
private partners to not only make this a reality, but to also ensure its -teng
stewardship and care is remarkabl¥e enjoyed working with the Projedteam; their
passion for history and service to commemorate forgotten Peorians is a blessing to us all.

ANV AN

L yAAS {yS SINKSATUERER/NR HADB Y S I {23048 (&

¢tKS CNBSR2Y 9 wSYSYONIyYyOS aSY2NAIf tNR2SO
ESySIfIyQtEEMEDﬂtKI V1 u2 0KS 252 NER) BSY 2 NAM &2 FFNA

a
| 2 dzyu & ' YRSNIF {1 SN wSHENIRDA SRileo yp3 &6 [ B Si 20 2m v
& a

o0& N yaONJ\o)\ya Ké S SINX & NBO2NR@afo f SLE'
MpmcE GKS yIFIYSa YR NBO2NR&a 2F OHIMHN Y RA
520dzYSyidle2y 2F o6da2NARIfa Ay az2dlg /SYS(iSNE
wWSO2NR&a 6SNB t20F0SRd b2 2yfteé RAR (dKA&a O
iKSe ¢gSyild 0620S YR 0S@2yR Ay AYUGNRBRdzOAY 3
dza G KS 2L NIdzyAdGe (2 Uylrftfte K2y2N) 0K24aS ¢
FNB 3INF GSFdA G2 GKS CNBSRZ¥SIFRZWEYIKEAMNE SGE N
RSRAOlI a2y AY YI { AlYAR a2iNE2N#0$ HR WBSEG SONE- vt &S 2 NJ

Keith Bonnett,President- Capt. Zeally Moss ChapteNational Society

Sons of the American Revolution

We arehonored thatt S2 NA I Q&4 CNBSR2Y 9 wSYSYoN)yOS a
for the lllinois State Historical Soci€y®023 Annual Award in the Special Projects
categoryandtake great pride inthe results of thisvork done for ourcommunitywhich is

connected to patriots the American Revolutidune 14, 2023vas a day | will not forget

not onlyfor the ceremony butalso fort NE 2 S O (i skills $ol nvakeathishistorical
commemorationhappen.It was a great ceremonto officially share the Freedom and
RemembrancéMemorial withthe Peoria community and the State of lllindiscluding

our SARChapter ashe Historical Honor Guard wa®ryappreciated.
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On behalf of the Peoria Historical Society, | express my wiedeted endorsement of

the Freedom and Remembrance Memorial Projdtilis effort has had an exceptional

AYLI OG0 Ay LINBASNWAYy3I GKS KAaild2NER 2dent, LI NI
and the 2,725 people known associated with it. Their stories were in danger of being
erased from historybutarg 2 ¢ OSf So6 NI (0 SREKISA Nt KK @S EIN® 250
| RRBd®0 4 G Hiyws Hiy2® f SRIS 235 JF¥ 6Pk (AK FINEBRRAOWZASY D VI3
2dANS gESKNEYE KWERSINI FAXl Yy ¢ K2GDy YOFGASE RIO& 4SS WIN
O NBSNJ 2F & 2dzy!30 NI K IA Y @A OBr§NIISoe2 f As 2y Aad O
¢CKFEyla G2 SEGNI2 NRME2NEI SESNE MY RIFI2 IKG S& (K
YR A0G2NRASRIZ2ZFAVIKSAER&E & KY &5G6f NBNYAY 0c
dzy f A1 St & &Ll ® Aadanértoio NirahamLLindoland thé Givib War as

well as the SpanisAmerican Wayrthe War of 1812, the 1792 Virginia Militia, the
Revolutionary War, and Daniel Boone, whose gigrandson is buried therethe

newfound history of thismall Peoridocation elevates its importance to a national level.

hyaAiidsS NBO2IFdESd SR 2y ytd aNBBGet f0 KAyaR 83SK INNEB
OSYS(SKEFPRSIIKSSNF ya o0dz2NASR GKSNB:Z FyR @KS NB
/ 240t S@BeHedives a forgotten time and place in lllinois history and ensures

that the voices of those once silent will now be hedrdd A & | adhiBvéreny] | (pt [2))

cannot imagine anore fitting recipient of anllinois State Historical Sociesyvard.

Charles StanleyBoard Member& Markers Committee ChairmanlSHS
To all those who have contributed to this effort in any way, including your attendance
here, the lllinois State Historical Society expresses its sincere appreciation. Thank you.
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RE: Freedom & Remembrance Memorial Project.

Words cannot express the appreciation all of Central lllinois, including those of us in
¢TSSttt /2dzyiées KIR ¢6KSYy (GKS ! yRSNI I {SNRa
. 2004 dzy O2@0SNAyYy3 a2 Ylye 2F (KS ai@boNdsSa 0 d:
published, the Moffatt sitgoreserved,and the markers erected so that everyone would

know that the Central lllinois history that had been buried there was now unearthed such

that those folks would be forgotten no more.

We were especially delighted to find Nance as we had been trying for years to determine

what had become of her but there were also many of our lessewn Tazewell friends

and families found in Moffatt too. Finally, no soldier of any war should everaved

over and forgotten so it was very important to recognize them with their own plaque.

a
AOLI

| know how much work and worry went into every phase of the y@mg project and no

one is more deserving of state level recognition than Bob and his team. It was icing on
the cake when the Peoria and Tazewell marker projects dovetailed such that they were
erected and celebrated just days apaidl history is local until it is woven together with
20KSNJ ad2NASa (2 0S0O02YS LINL 2F GUKS bl dAz
the rest of the lllinois story. C N
Susan Rynerson

y

Cl OSo22fit St2INRSa wA OSNFNR Y (i a dza Sdzy
We were so lucky to welcon@arlAdams, author of: "Nance: Trials of the First Slave Freed
by Abraham Lincoln" a book that is THE authority on Nance L€gisitey, a Pekin woman
who fought for her liberty with the aid of our 16th president, who acted as her lawyer.
Carl was joined by dekn JohnsonExecutive Dector of the Peoria Historical Society,
Bob Hoffer, and Jordan MilletleginsCostley is memorialized in the newest hallway
exhibition at the Peoria Riverfront Museum: "Forgotten No More, Moffatt Cemetétgt.
story, and many others had been paved over, but with the help of curatorial intern Jordan
Miller and Freedom & Remembrance Memorial Project representative Bob Hoffer, we are
rediscovering her legacy, and that of the 2,600 other souls buried at M@ fttetery.

hy +#*SGSNIyU&a 51e3x ¢S K2y2N) 6K2aS ¢K2 KI @S
KIfftgle SEKAOAea2yax OdzN} 4GSR Ay LI NIYSNBKAL
t N22SO0i> K2y2NR GKS HWXIcnn fAQS&as YR HZIcnh
| $SGSNED® pH 2F GKS yIryYySa AyaONROoSR 2y (KAaA
O2YS (2 4SS GKA&a YSY2NRIEt 40 GKS tS2NALl wA
doff fAQGAY3AZT YR ¢686f ORYYSK2MBGB®W24S YSY2N
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Joe Hutchinsor{East Peoria Ilc)Genealogist, Member: Peoria County Genealogical
Society, Officer: Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War

Jared OlafPekin ILY, Local History Program Coordinator akih Public Library, author

of their From the History Roomewsletter,]A 6 NI NE Q & g@eberwitld T2dedvel A y
County Genealogical & Historical Socieimd member of Pekin Bicentennial Planning
Committee

C QG

David Pittman(West Peoria IL§ Peoriaarea community activist, Peoria Park District
advocate Member:Peoria Branch NAACP Executive Committee

Bill Poorman(Peoria ILY, Educator, Writer Multi-media creator angroducer, Lincoln
enthusiast

PROJECT TEAM ASSOCIATES
W/ KA LIDundp B yGE8aphics designer.
HankBtolz(Peoria ILE; Landscape Architect, rendering designer.

CathieButler (Peoria ILY, Genealogist, demographics analyst.



MAJORCOMMUNITY PARTNERS

Peoria Historical Societgd SAYy 3 A GK dza FTNRY WRE @ 2 ydBIQy I ¥
to receive and receipt taadvantaged donations and pgyojectbills.

The City of PeorigMayor, City Council, City Manager, Public Wdkky staff) cagreeing
to own thememorial siteand the Memorial, and officially naming the site Freedom &
Remembrance Memorial Park.

Peoria Park District displaying two markers at their major recreation complex for over
six months, installing the historical markers on the site, and working with the City of
Peoriato maintainthe Park and Memorial.

Peoria Riverfront Museung displaying foelevenY 2 y 1 Ka G KS @SNE I NBS
marker as part of a prominent special exhibit for the project, hosting a large public
announcement event for the other two very large markers, and ongoing support and
encouragement in SO many ways.

Peoria County Genealogical Societyranscribing32,124 death and burial records from
the discoveredPeoriaUndertaker Reportsver a sixyear periodwhich documengd C 9)
more than 2,500 of those buried the lost Moffatt Cemetery.

Tazewell County Genealogical & Historical Sociegvailing from their files important
related Moffatt Cemetery burial information usefidr supplementing andross
checking some of thBeoriaUndertaker Reports and supporting the project in many
ways.

Peoria Housing Authorityg, providing thelarge opemearby sitefor the official public
City NamingEveri 2 NJ 4 KS tFNJ] FyR WRSRAOIFIGAY3IQ GKS
2023.

STRATEGKETATPARTNER

lllinois State Historical Society making the ISHS marker program available and working
GAOK OGKS YINJSNI F2dzy RNESX | O0O2YY2RIFGAYy3 ySS
marker, serving as our strategic connection to secure major graetsing as ou & G I 4 S
oFy1SNR (2 NB O&lvadtdged dgriationsBnd Baydiddt bills, b

encouraging and coordinating so well with the efforts of the Project Team.



SIGNIFICANT COMMUNITY DONORS

Peoria United Union of Roofers Local #§@onating the parcel of land near the lost
cemetery for the small City Park and Memorial.

The City of Peorig covering costs of land survey and title transfer for the donated site,
covering costs for the public event on Flag Day, Jufie 2023

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Col. John C. Bryner Camp #67, Peoriadllinois
funding for the Veterans Marker, the flagpole system, and commemoration storyboard.

Peoria Chapter, National Society, Daughters of the American Revolutibtmding for
the flagpole system and commemoration storyboard.

Capt. Zeally Moss Chapter, National Society, Sons of the American Revolgtion
funding for the flagpole system and commemoration storyboard, providing a Historical
Honor Guard at the public event on Flag Day, Jurie 2d23

Peoria American Legion PostcZunding for the flagpole system and commemoration
storyboard, providing a Color Guard at the public event on Flag Day, JUr2023. C T

Peoria Flag & Decoratinginstalling and providing #ind funding for flagpole system.

SIGNIFICANSTATIDPONORS

lllinois State Historical Society sponsoring and ikind funding for bott S 2 NA | Q&
Moffatt Cemeterymarker andNance Legin€ostleymarker.

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, lllinois Deptunding for the Veterans
marker.

SIGNIFICANT NATIONAL DONORS

TheAbraham Lincoln Associatiogsponsoring and funding fadance Legin€ostley
historical marker.

William G. PomeroyFoundation of New York, sponsoring and funding far S 2 NR&A I Q &
Moffatt Cemeterymarker and\Nance Legins Costlayarker.

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, National Organizatigiunding for the
Veterans marker and flagpole system.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEqxrnqhzhc
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/
https://www.facebook.com/peoriafreedommemorial/
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MEMORIAL

“LCOMMEMORATING THOSE BURIED AT MOFFATT
SO THEY-ARE FORGOTTEN NO MORE

City-of Peoria’ ::Peota Park District Peoria Historical Society.
Peoria:Riverfront:Museum Peoria:County: Genea}ogn:a\ Society
Freedom & Remembrance Memorial Projec( Team 5
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On June 14, 2023, the City of Peoria officialjnedPeoria Freedom & Remembrance
Memorial Parkandrecognized~reedom & Remembrance Memoriatoncludingnany
years of effort to ensure that those wrstill rest at the Old MoffatCemetery are
oForgotten No More.¢ Many thanks toN/VCBUFM 89.%or audio and transcriptions;
photosare compliments of th€ity of Peoria.

(Note: If reading this on a computeconnected to the internetclick onprogram
sectionsbelow to hear audio ospeakerremarks and readhe transcriptions.
Otherwise, please read op.

Call to Order Colleen Johnson MC
Posting of the Colors City of Peoria Firefighters Color Guard

Pledge of Allegiance, Welcome, and
Opening Remarks

Keynote Remarks lllinois Lt. Governor Juliana Stratton

Acknowledge Special Guests, Sponso
& Project Team

Recognitions:
Peoria and Community Denise JacksonDist. Council Member

Charles Stanley, ISHS Board Member and Matr
Committee Chairman

City of Peoria Mayor Rita Al

Colleen Johnson, MC

State and National

Commemorations:

Forgotten Peorians Bob Hoffer, Local History Enthusiast
The 52 Veterans Joe Hutchinson, SUVCW Officer and Genealog
Nance LegingCostley Carl Adams, Lincoln Historian, Author

Closing Comments,
Moment of Silent Reflection

Rev. Marvin Hightower, Pres. Peoria NAACP

Battle Hymn of the Republic Sherry CartefAllen, Vocal Artist
Amazing Grace Kevin Nickerson, Bagpipes Artist
Retiring of the Colors Peoria American Legion Post 2 Color Guard

Capt. Zeally Moss Chapter National Society Sq

Historical Honor Guard of the American Revolution

Note of Thanks and Invitation to Visit t
Memorial

Program Summary as Presented (Details immediately follow).

Colleen Johnson, MC

O Db

op


https://www.wcbu.org/
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=506
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=671
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=513
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=513
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=516
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=519
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=519
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=522
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=525
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=528
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=531
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=534
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=537
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=537
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=540
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=543
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=690
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=703
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=546
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=546

Call to Order

Colleen Johnson, MC
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how much she does.
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moved to a development position in the private sector. But | have to tell you that after

only living here for a few years, | had this unique opportunity to come to the Historical
Society. And | had thisiique opportunity to meet within my first couple of weeks one of

my other heroes, Bob Hoffer. Bob, he gave me a full five minutes to get settled in and
unpack my pictures and my cell phone before he came in my office and told me all about

the Moffatt Cemeery. Somy hair, | think, is finally not completely blown back. Once you
YSSiG GKA& F2NOS 2F yl Gdz2NEx &2dzQft dzyRSNRG !
the passion with which he takes on every project. Fortunately, most of those projects are
forthedadeéd® ' yR L glyid G2 GStt &2dzz GKS&@QNB |
NBFffte KSNBX d(d2RIFe Aa 06S0OldzasS KS G221
members. Working through genealogy, he uncovered the Moftatty’ S (1 S NB
NEBFffe gKe& gSQNBE KSNB (G2RIFe& IyR | 0of ¥
GSQONB GdaNyAy3 GKFG FNRdzyR 6AGK GKS KSf LI
beautiful monument, a place that we can be proud of.

So, | welcome you all today. Thank you for being here. We have wonderful guests with us,
YR ¢SQfft 3ISG G2 GKA&A o0SIFdziATdzZ LINPINFY N

you to enjoy. OO0

Posting of the Colors
City of Peoria Firefighters Color Guard




Pledge of Allegiance,

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Dr. Rita Ali, City of Peoria Mayor

OT

Everyone, please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiaiigdedge allegiance to the
flag of the United States of America and to the republic for whigtaihds, one nation,
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice forall.

You may be seated. Good morning, everyone. Good morning. | want to thank all of you

for attending this naming program on such a beautiful day. Special thank you to Peoria
Housing Authority under the direction of CEO Armeca Crawford for allowing the use of

their property for our program. Thank you also to the Peoria Park District, our community
partner for the Freedom and Remembrance Park. And thank you to the members of the
YFe@2NRA {dzYYSNJ , 2dzi K t NPANI YZ ¢6K2 dzy RSNJ (K
job getting the park ready for today. Special thanks to all of our speakers, who will provide
remarks on the importance of the Freedom and Remembrance Park and provide musical
tributes. We have the special honor of hosting Lieutenant Governor Julian@oSted
G2RFeQa S@OSyidod 2SS (GKFy]l @2dz F2NJ YIFI{Ay3 GAY
RFe AY tS2NRAIFIQa KA&aG2NRB® ¢KIy]l @&2dz 02 GKS



would ask that you please stajalr elected officials. Please give them a hand. Lieutenant
Governor Juliana Stratton loves Peoria so much she comes back even on unofficial
occasions because she and her husband love this area. So we may end up adopting you
as a Peoria daughter.

What we have learned about this space is astonishing. But thanks to the inspiring
leadership of Mr. Bob Hoffer and his team, our earliest neighbors will now be
YSY2NRALF AT SR ¢KS S@2tdziazy 2F GKS Of 2a dzN
naming of Fredom and Remembrance Park is quite unbelievable. From a family plot for
Aquila Moffatt to a parcel he then dedicated to Civil War soldiers to the expanded Moffatt
Cemetery Association to the closure in 1905, the abandonment of this site, and the
eventual derelopment of the parcels, led to many of our earliest Peorians left to be
forgotten as part of Peoria City history.

In 1905, the Peoria City Council ordered the closure of Moffatt Cemetery. Over time, it
became a trash dump, an eyesore, and ultimately, a parking lot. This was a disgrace to the
approximately 2,600 people buried in Moffatt Cemetery. As mayor of Peoraytddvant

to publicly apologizealJ2 £ 2 3A1T S F2NJ 4GKS OAadeQa | OGA2ya
RAANBALISOO YR RA&AK2Y 2N 0KIG gl & aKz2gy G2
grateful for those that have championed this worthy Memorial. The city is honored tgy |)
play a part in his effort.

The name itseJfFreedomand Remembrance Parkeminds us that we are here to
remember those who remain but also celebrate the freedom that some achieved or
fought for. 52 veterans are known to be interred at Moffatt Cemetery. 49 were Union
Civil War soldiers, including Nathan Ashby, who was pres¢nduneteenth. To
commemorate his bravery, the Juneteenth flag can be seen at the park today. Also
interred at Moffatt were veterans of the 1792 militia, the War of 1812, and the Spanish
American War. And then there was Nance Leg@ionstley. Mr. Adams will spk more at
length about Nance. But we all know that she was smart. She was brave. She was a mother
of eight children, and she fought for her freedom since she was a teenager. Nance made
her own history as the first enslaved person whom Abraham Lincojretidiee in the
lllinois State Supreme Court in 1841.

Today, Freedom and Remembrance Park will be a site that will provide education to our
community, while acknowledging our local history, but it will also be a-tmaited

memorial for these individuals and their families. The American poet and genealogist

[ F dZNBYy OS h@SNNXYANB &Gl 0SRX  al A3 lgénedlogy NBYSY
NEYSYOSNR GKSY Fffaoé 2SS KFE@S aNWw .20 |1 2FFS
from a request from his wife, Ev; she tasked him with finding her geltr v R¥ I (1 K S N.
grave. And while searching the papers at the Peoria Public Librarigumel an old
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that one transcript, he would soon be dhe pathof unearthing documents that were

over 100 years old. And that search would result in bringing recognition to some of

t S2ZNAIF Q& FANBROGO NBaARSyilaod ¢K2Yla . NIRakl g
Nancy Merwin, Anton Schafferjust a few namesfahose buried at Moffatt Cemetery

mothers, fathers, children, families, soldiers. Thank you, Mr. Hoffer. THanksur hard

work. Our earliest neighbors will be forgotten no more.

| encourage you all to visit the park and pause. Think about them. Imagine their stories. |
would now like to welcome Lieutenant Governor Juliana Stratton.

Keynote Remarks
Juliana Stratton, Illinois Lt. Governor

(N

o ®

Good morning, everyone. And thank you, Mayor, for that introduction. And | will say in
front of everyone, | will gladly be adopted as a Peorian. | am Lieutenant Governor Juliana
Stratton, she/her pronouns, and | want to thank you, Mayor Ali, for that warm
introduction. And | also want to thank Colleen, thank you so much for your steadfast
leadership at the Peoria Historical Society.



As the Lieutenant Governor and as chair of the Military Economic Development
Committee, it is indeed an honor to join you in Peoria to honor our past, to imagine our
future, and pause in this present moment to reflect on what brings us here today and
realize the significance of this occasion.

'3 AY>E L glyd G2 2dzad are G2 GKS [/ Ade 27
entire city council, thank you for making today possible. And | do want to say we have
some incredible partners in the lllinois General Assembly, including Leaderdehler,

who | think | saw in the audience. Thank you for serving and representing your district so
well, and our state so well.

The Freedom and Remembrance Memorial is not only about honoring our ancestors as
iKSe KI@S 06SSy fFAR (G2 NBadoe LGQA |faz2 |62
loved, and the doors they opened for all of us to live as our freest and tr&est®@S a ® L (i ¢
not lost on me that we gathered just days away from celebrating Juneteenth, or as some

refer to it as Freedom Day. And while today is about all of the diverse Peorians that are
buried, that were buried in Moffatt Cemetery, | do wantto talkjus I € AGGf S 0 A
okay about Juneteenth because history is important.

{SSz UKSNBQa yzd | RFe GKFG 32854 X: G@-I-P&
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the fact that those in my bloodline worked in the fields of Mississippi from sun up to
sundown, brutalized, being separated from their children, forbidden from being able to

learn how to read or write, and who spent all day, every day, workirgutla wealth for

those who owned them as personal property. And | think about how they must have
prayed for our freedom. There may have been days that they never imagined it for
themselves, but they prayed for their children and their grandchildren and treat
grandchildren. And so many of us standing here today that we would one day be free,

that we would no longer be viewed as property but as human beings who deserved safety

and equality and prosperity and yes, freedom. Ancestors, like those buridteiold

Moffatt Cemetery, who spent their lives working for, fighting for, and praying for a better

future for all of us, deserve to be laid to rest with dignity and respect and memorialized

in a way that demonstrates that they are not just the forgotigtizens of Peoria. They

GSNBE Y2U0KSNE YR FIFIGKSNA FyYyR 3INIyYyRY2(0KSNHA
sons and daughters, and they were veterans. And they were fully human. And their
humanity is what we are honoring today.

Whether it was Nance Legi@ostley, a formerly enslaved woman and abolitionist, that
lawyer Abraham Lincoln helped free in 1841, we will remember. Or the patriots who
bravely served our country, like the Union soldiers who fought for our freedom in e Ci



War, including those who delivered the news of emancipation in Galveston, Texas for that
first Juneteenth. And other veterans who fought for all of us to be free, we will remember.
Or the almost 00 everyday Peoriansome with unmarked graves whose names we
may never know, well, my faith tells me that God knows who they are and knows them
by name. And today, we will remember.

To everyone who organized and funded, volunteeraad supported the creation of the
Freedom and Remembrance Memori#thank you. Today is not just about preserving
history. Today is an act of justice. In some respects, it is a way of reclaiming the land,
placing markers in the ground to say that these souls will no longer be ignored or
overlooked or diminished. And as ansmunity, you have come together here in Peoria

to make it abundantly clear. We will tell their stories. We will commemorate this history.
And they are forgotten no more. Thank you again for having me.

Special Guests, Sponsors, & Project Team
Colleen Johnson, MC
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sister here in the city of Peoria with me, | love you all the more. Thank you.



So many of my heroes are here today. And one of the things that | love about Peoria.

' YR @2dzOQNB & dzLIR2 NI AY3I GKS t S2NREF | A&d2NROI
important. And | thank you for that. We have some wonderful guests today. And some

people that need to be acknowledged.

First of all, Lieutenant Governor for making the time for us. It does not go unnoticed how

busy you are and all the demands that are on your time and places that you need to be,

and that she would take the time to support us in this. Your words are goistay with

us for a very long time. Thank you. And for our mayor, who is one of my favorite people

that | have gotten to know in Peoria. | am such a big fan. Thank you for all of your support.

| remember when Bob and | were first able to talk to you alibig story, and we said
gSQONB 3I2Ay3 (2 NBFNIYS GKAAZ YR (0KA& Aa =
Peoria. You are a champion that we knew that we needed. Thank you so much for that.

h¥ O2dzNBSZ 6S (GKAY]1 ¢S oNbagdmfarsdong & weiddr. v |

| would like to thank Charles Stanley, the ISHS board member and Markers Committee

| KEANYIFY® LOQR fA1S (2 GKFYy] 2dzNJ LINP2SOG LI
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wonderful plans for us to continue to develop this. He has storyboards and you know,
6K2 1y2é6a 6SQft KI@S | al0dzd LI dz2NBE Pdoriab | (F ¢
for working with us and for making this all happen.

¢CKS tS2NAIF tFN] S5AaGNAOGXT 4SS g2dAf RyQil 065 K
my heart, the Peoria Riverfront Museum, the Peoria CouBénealogicabociety, the

lllinois State Historical Society, donors and grantors, the Sons of Union Veterans of the

Civil War, the United Union of Roofers, local number 69, who donated the site. Thank you

so muchWilliam G. Pomeroy Foundation of New York, the Abraham Lincoln Association,
Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Peoria chapter, National Society Daughters

of the American Revolution, Captain Zeally Moss chapter, National Society Sons of
American Revolution, Peoria American Legion Post number two, many generous
individuals and firms too humerous to count

The project team, Carl Adams, Lincoln, historian, journalist, author, national Juneteenth
2NBFYATFGA2yZ YR 3J22R FNRASYR 2F YAYySo L
enthusiast, Sons of the American Revolution. All around best man in Peoria, Joe
Hutchinson, officer Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. And genealogist Jared Olar,
curator, Pekin Public Library history room, genealogist. David Pittman, local activist, which

Is putting it mildly, Peoria Park District advocate, Executive CommittebeoPeoria

NAACP. And Bill Poorman, local educator, writer, media producer and Lincoln enthusiast.

We are in the Land of Lincoln. We are the heart of this great state. And we have so many

to thank. | appreciate all of you.



Peoria & Community Recognitions
Denise Jackson, City of Peoria 1st District Council Member
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MOFFATT CEMETERY

\' FORGOTTEN NO MORE”
A /

J

Thank you very much. Well, this is an exciting day. And | would be remiss if | did not
acknowledge God and thank him for the opportunity to be a part of this wonderful event.

| must say, | was so excited when | heard about this story, sometime about ag®ar
But let me just back up again.

Tt



Thank you Lieutenant Governor Stratton for being here today. Thank you, all elected
officials. Blessings to each and every one of you. And most importantly, thank you to Mr.
Bob Hoffer and his wife, who were responsible for this project.

This memorial is a testament to how citigsd communities across this country are linked
forever in history. We want residents all around the city and the state of lllinois to come
and visit this site to learn about the contributions of the veterans and all of the other
individuals who are buried her And the contributions they made on behalf of this great
country. We will never forget them.

YR 2y 0S I3FAy>S LQR tA1S (2 GKIFIyl w20oSNI
tremendous team for all ofyour work on this wonderful project. And today as we
celebrate the rebirth of MoffattCemetery, God bless you. Thank you all very much for
coming today.

State & National Recognitions
Charles Stanley,
ISHS Board Member and Markers Committee Chairman T p
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Society to talk to you just for a few minutes about our marker program. The marker
program is designed to recognize state sites of national and statewide significance. Our
gobf A& G2 AYONBlFasS LldzomtAO gl NBySaa | yR I L
1934, the society has commemorated over 400 sites describing persons, events, and
other subjects important to Illinois cultural history or heritage. TBeiety relies on

individuals who are passionate about their local history and are willing to help in the
placement of markers, often covering historically significant subjects that might
otherwise remain obscure. And certaintiat is the case here.

Toward that goal, the Historical Society has worked with the Pomeroy Foundation of
Syracuse, New York. In 2006, the Pomeroy Foundation established its first marker
program to help educate the public, encourage pride of place, and promote historic
tourism. Since then, it has awarded more than 2,000 grants for roadside markers and
plagues nationwide. Two years ago, the Pomeroy Foundation partnered with the lllinois
State Historical Society to fund 25 new historical markers here in lllinois. The grant offers
matching funds to communities and historical organizations that have identified a
KAAG2NRAOIE S@Sydasx | LISNB2Y>S 2N t20FGA2y 2°
previously overlooked, overshadowed, marginalized, or simply lost. The program
recognizes there are many heroes to get recognized for their enduring contributions 1P
society, for their work towards civil rights, equality, and to a more just and perfect Union.
But there are some who get less recognition, despite having put their inetiark on
2dzNJ adl 6SQa KAaG2NERO

Such an unsung hero of black history, of course, is Nancy Legsikey, the lllinois

woman who is known as the first slave freed by Abraham Lincoln. But her story goes far
0S@2yR UKIFIG YIFEINNYGAGSO® {KS Aa y2iabPaded i LJ I
fight of her own, having her case heard by the lllinois Supreme Court three times before
finally winning her freedom in 1841, 20 years before the outbreak of the Civil War.

To all those who have contributed to this effort in any way, including your attendance
here, the lllinois State Historical Society expresses its sincere appreciation. Thank you.



Forgotten Peorians
Bob Hoffer, Local History Enthusiast
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MOFFATT CEMETERY

"FORGOTTEN NO MORE?

Thank you, Chuck, and all of the preceding speakers. | want to make one thing really clear.
And that is that accomplishments like this are not done by one. These kinds of things are
made to happen by many. And the team that we had was outstanding. Thieipation

GKFG 6SQ@®S KIFIR FNRY it GKS aLkRyazNB |yR &



have happened without them. And today, we officially name Freedom and Remembrance
Memorial Park, and we thereby highlight tMemorial of that name to commemorate so
many Peoriangnostwho were forgotten some over 170 years.

The actual cemetery borders both Adams Street and Griswold, and it did not include this
corner. Who were these 2,725 individuals, and as was said, more than 2,600 are still there

yet today? In a few moments, Carl Adams will share with you about Nance{Gxggtisy.

And Joe Hutchinson will then tell us more about the 52 veterans. As was said before, one

of them was at Juneteenth, and his gravesite on an actual, old 1874 plat map is
determinable, and that came from the Illinois Roll of Honor of the veterans when they did

a survey in 1956, | think it was. And they documented the location of burials, and those
f20F0A2ya 2F | FS¢g 2F GKS @SS NifgiddaksS NB | {
Street on that lot down there that used for storing phone poles. At one time, there was

'y 2fR aNX¥ vdzAiO1 NBadldaNIyd GKSNBE Ay GKS wm
remember that.

So, there are many there, too, that were linked in one way or another to our actual
revolution, the Revolutionary War. But | want to first talk in general about those that are

there. Most of them were born in the United Statdmsit nearly 400 were immigrants from

a do;e[\ Northern European natjons. Most came from G,ermany, the British Isles a'Ed T

{ oSRSY® hyS adzOK A Y YA 3 Ndrayidiathes, IMdns Xa&songHet S 9 ¢
immigrated directly to Peoria from Sweden, and he workedhm rtail yards down near

where the current Cedar Street Bridge lands on this side of the Heswas able to soon

pay for his family to join him in America.

Sadlywhen he wagust in his 40s, he died suddenly while he was driving his farm wagon,
taking the family to church at the Swedish Luthe@uurch on Christmas morning, 1885.

It was a sad day, a sad Christmas for that family. Most of that family is buried at Fond du

Lac Cemetery in East Peoria. Ev askedirfieere in the world is my great grandfather
buried?Cl YAf & f2NX &l &8a A (&Andth& B Wiat-bPoughtdaiall y 2 0 2
here today.
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Sq there was one discovery after another. As was mentioned, there were coroner
NEO2NRa&® ¢KSNBE ¢6SNBE (KS 2fR NBO2NRa& Fid GKS
in a century. We found them in the basement of the courthouse. One thing after another.

A ot of the USborn people that are buried there were from lllinois, but over 300 were



from 25 other states. Ohio, New York, Indiana, Missouri, and Pennsylvania were the most
common. More than 50 were African Americans,t8ese demographics say much about
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buried there were under the age of seven at the time they died. Child mortality in the

19th century was terrific. Most fothe causes were stillbirths, premature births,
tuberculosis, cholera, and pneumonia.

And as was mentioned, in 1905 the city health director anddibeCouncil ordered the
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association were lost and that everyone that had been buried there had been moved. |

have been able to document about 100 removals out of all 2,7Phe old Health
Department records reports that were found and transcribed by Peoria County
Genealogical Society, they are now in bound volumes at the Peoria Public Library, and
GKSNBQa ftaz2 | asSid 2F GKSY G ngtdn an$dlAy [ A
of the records from those old health department books are now transcribed and available
andonline for members of th&ociety, and you can get access to them.

Because of the national significance of the links to Abraham Lincoln, the end of slavery,
and now the links to Juneteenthyou can see the Juneteenth flag over therkereit is
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two at this point in history.

Freedom and Remembrance Memorialnisw in a growing number now of state and
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visitors to find this memorial. The project team, as | mentioned, this is their effort as a
whole. And we are hopeful that this memal will be sufficiently recognized and cause a
continuing commemoration of our lorfprgotten family and community members that

are buried near here, such that they are forgotten no more.

Thank you very much. And | now introduce to you, Joe Hutchinson, who will speak about
the veterans.



The 52 Veterans
Joe Hutchinson, SUVCW Officer and Genealogist

To

Thank you, Bob. And thank you all for coming this morning, as we remember the former
soldiers buried here with one of these new historical plaques. | also want to express our
gratitude for allowing Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War to participaesiproject.
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anything by which the memory of a person, place, or event is perpetuated. Be it a small
tombstone erected to the memory of a loved one in a small rural cemetery, something at

a largescale in the public square, or even a mountain on tribal land. A monument, a
memorial, is a cause for thought and introspection, leading us to ask the following
guestions: Who is this? What is it all about? Why should | remember? Sometimes the
person is vell-known, and the cause is obvious and just. Sometimes it is less obvious. Is a
monument a memorial; Is a memorial a monument? You decide.

We come here today to commemorate ordinary individuals who did extraordinary things.
They left home and family to march to an unknown future filled with deprivation and
danger, not knowing if they would ever return again. There are no famous generalis, publ
officials, or captains of industry here, but citizens who answered the call of our country.

52 veterans are known to have been buried at Moffatt Cemetery. 49 are Civil War Union
soldiers. The oldest veteran buried here, Labon Booton, served in 179@i&/mglitia in

the New River Rangers on the Western Front of our new nation. The provisioner for his
unit wasTHE5 | YA St . 22y S® . 22 2-r4& both lfoiightSNthel y R K
American Revolution. Upon coming to Peoria, he probably lived within 300 feet of where
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homestead. @niel Bayless served in the Mounted Battalion of the Ohio Militia in the Waf

of 1812. He died here in 1876 to 1881. And it was buried at Moffatt Cemetery, which by
then was a commercial enterprise. Thomas Moffatt, a nephew of Aquilla Moffatt, a soldier
sewving during the time of the Spanigkmerican War, died of disease in Virginia, and was
returned to Peoria and buried in Moffatt Cemetery. He was later removed to Springdale
Cemetery where he rests today.

The majority of the veterans interred here were Civil War veterans from Central lllinois,
although a few were originally from other parts who settled here later. They were
common folk. They came from farms and small towns. None died in service. Many lived
their lives after the war in anonymity, known only to their neighbors and family. Many
were buried in what was called Union Cemetery, along Griswold which was later
incorporated into Moffatt Cemetery. Their exact burial locations were noted in the 1956
lllinois Veterans Commission Honor Roll.

One soldier of special note was Nathan Ashby, a man of color, who was a private in

Company G at the 29th United States Colored Troops during the Civil War. He was born
in 1839 in Fulton County and enlisted on September 21, 1864. Private Ashby was present
at Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865, when word finally reached them that the war was
finally over and the last of the slaves were finally free. This day is commemorated as

Juneteenth.



The Grand Army of the Repubtian organization founded in Decatur, lllinois, in 1866, by
former Civil War surgeon Dr. Benjamin Stevensaras begun to make sure that the Civil
War veterans had an advocate for them and their families with the governraadt
ensure that their sacrifices were not forgotten. This was the most powerful of all vetefan
organizations at the time. Their auxiliaries were formed to assist when the last Civil War
veteran passed away. Moffatt Cemetery, although closed almost two decades, was still
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a modest marker placed in 1920 at the edge of the abandoned cemetery, so the veterans
would not be forgotten. That marker stood for many decades until it was finally removed
to storage, where it was forgotten until rediscovered and placed nextt¢oGAR Hall on
Hamilton some 30 years ago.

The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War has a duty as a successor to the GAR to make
sure that no Civil War veteran is forgotten. This is why wedtetponsor this plaque and
flagpole to remember and honor these veterans. We could not have done it ourselves and
thank all the other organizations and individuals who donated time and resources to
make this happen.

President Abraham Lincoln delivered a few words almost 160 yearstagbtie place

called Gettysburg. His wordsAare as ap,perpriqte todgy as WhenvheA fivrst s;v)oke,thAem. A few [_IJ
excerpts are noteworthyd 2 S KI S 0O2YS 02 RSRAOIFIUOUS | FAY
who gave tleir lives that the nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we
should do this. But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we
cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead, have consecrated it far above
our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note nor long remember what we

say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us, the living, rather, to be
dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here, have, thyssta

nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before

us that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they
here gave the last full measure of devotion that we here highly restiiat these dead

shall not have died in vajithat this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom

and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from

i KS SThésd womls were never truer.
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for this event and for these plaques. Bob is a-kmy kind of guy, does not want to take

the credit. But there is credit that is due because without him deciding ke @n this
sevenyearlong project, we would not be here today. So, | would likgoptesent Mr.

Hoffer on behalf of Colonel Bryner Camp Numbey$ans of Union Veterans of the Civil

War, this certificate of recognition and appreciation.



Nance Legins-Costley
Carl Adams, Lincoln Historian and Author

Good morningnd thank you all for coming. A slave girl named Nance stood on a dirt floor

log cabin court. And the only thing she asked for way personal liberty. The Founding
ClIiKSNBR O2dz RyQil KIFI@®S &aFAR AdG lyeé o0SGGSNW
managed to get to any state Supreme Court three times. And when Lincoln took her case
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three timesc once for the Northwest Territory, second for the lllinois territory, third for
the state of lllinois.
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least three more times. His precedent was passed on to the second lllinois constitutional
convention; it became part of the Constitution in 1848. Then Lincoln orai@ aged that

same phrase, coincidentally enough on June 19th, 1862, when he signed the legislation
abolishing slavery in all remaining US territories during the Civil War. And the third time
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words to his lasting legacy to the United States Constitution, the 13th Amendment,
February 1, 1865.

And it all began with a slave girl named Nance LeGustley, buried in Peoria, lllinois.
Thank you, and may God bless America.

UT



Closing Comments,
Moment of Silent Reflection
Rev. Marvin Hightower, Peoria NAACP  President

[, like many others, believe that history is our greatest teacher. | also believe that history
aK2dzZ RYyQli 0SS O2@SNBR dzLJT A0 &aKz2dzZ RyQld o6S K
but it needs to be recognized so that we learn from historis | G 6S 62y QU o

to repeat history.
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And this is one of those steps in uncovering some very important history. And | believe
that there are many other stories besides Nance Le@iostley that have been hidden,
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continue on to uncover those very important and powerful stories.

And | believe that this day is a date marked out in history from the foundations of this
g2NI Re® !|'yR L faz2 o0StAS@OS Fa G4KS . Ao0fS al e
| believe that history is important.
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Vice President Sherry Cartatlen will be doing some singing. Thank you. Wedailk for

30 seconds.

Battle Hymn of the Republic
Sherry Carter -Allen, Vocal Artist




Amazing Grace
Kevin Nickerson, Bagpipes Artist
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