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 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǝƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƭŜƊ ōƭŀƴƪΦ 
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/hb¢!/¢ LbChwa!¢Lhb Chw !²!w5 bhaLb99{ 
¢I9 a9ahwL![ twhW9/¢ ¢9!a 

 
/ŀǊƭ !ŘŀƳǎ π момр !ǇǇƭŜ !ǾŜƴǳŜΣ {ƛƭǾŜǊ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ a5 нлфмл  ŎŀǊƭƳŀŘŀƳǎсϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ   
WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΣ !ǳǘƘƻǊΥ bŀƴŎŜΥ ¢Ǌƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ {ƭŀǾŜ CǊŜŜŘ ōȅ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ 
[ƛƴŎƻƭƴΣ aŜƳōŜǊΥ tŜƻǊƛŀ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ 
[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ DǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 5/Σ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜ ƻŦ 5/Σ .ǳũŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ 5/ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ млǘƘ wŜƎǘΦΣ tŜƻǊƛŀ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ b!!/tΦ  
 
.ƻō IƻũŜǊ ς ромл bƻǊǘƘ ²ŜŀǾŜǊǊƛŘƎŜ .ƭǾŘΦΣ tŜƻǊƛŀ L[ смсмрπуфмо   ƘƻũŜǊǎϪƳǘŎƻΦŎƻƳ   
[ƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘΣ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ aŜƳōŜǊΥ tŜƻǊƛŀ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ 
{ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǝŜǎΣ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ /ŀǇǘΦ ½Ŝŀƭƭȅ aƻǎǎ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ {ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴΦ 
 
Joe Hutchinson ς 117 Highview Terrace, East Peoria IL 61611      jhutch63@yahoo.com  
Genealogist, Member: Peoria County Genealogical Society, Officer: Sons of the Union 
Veterans of the Civil War.  
 
Jared Olar -- 1203 S Capitol Street, Pekin IL 61554             jolar@pekinpubliclibrary.org  
Local History Program Coordinator at Pekin Public Library, author of their From the 
History Room newsletter, lƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ collaborating member with Tazewell County 
Genealogical & Historical Society, and member of Pekin Bicentennial Planning 
Committee. 
 
David Pittman ς 2422 W Moss Avenue, West Peoria IL 61604 dvdgpittman@gmail.com    
Peoria-area community activist, Peoria Park District advocate, Member: Peoria Branch 
NAACP Executive Committee. 
 
Bill Poorman -- 5507 W Timber Oak Court, Peoria IL 61615      Poorman.Bill@gmail.com  
Educator, Writer, Multi-media creator and producer, Lincoln enthusiast.  
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5ŀǘŜΥ   bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нпΣ нлно 
¢ƻΥ   Illinois State Historical Society Awards Committee 
wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎΥ  2023 ISHS Annual Award -- Special Projects category 
9ƴŘƻǊǎŜƳŜƴǘΥ Freedom and Remembrance Memorial Project 
 

On behalf of the Peoria Historical Society, I express my whole-hearted endorsement of 
the Freedom and Remembrance Memorial Project. This effort has had an exceptional 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ǎƛǘŜΣ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ƭƻǎǘ aƻŦŦŀǘǘ /ŜƳetery, 
and the 2,725 people known associated with it. Their stories were in danger of being 
erased from history but are ƴƻǿ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ 
ŀŘŘŜŘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭΣ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǝƴƎ 
ƻǳǊ ǎŜǧƭŜǊǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŜƎŀƭ 
ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ŀǧƻǊƴŜȅ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǝƻƴƛǎǘ ŎŀǳǎŜΦ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ŜŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎπŀƎƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ нΣслл ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǎǝƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƴ 
ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǎǇƻǘ ƛƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ connections to Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War as 
well as the Spanish-American War, the War of 1812, the 1792 Virginia Militia, the 
Revolutionary War, and Daniel Boone, whose great-grandson is buried there, the 
newfound history of this small Peoria location elevates its importance to a national level.  

hƴǎƛǘŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƻƴ CƭŀƎ 5ŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ bŀƴŎŜ [ŜƎƛƴǎπ
/ƻǎǘƭŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ preserves a forgotten time and place in Illinois history and ensures 
that the voices of those once silent will now be heard. Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ achievement. I 
cannot imagine a more fitting recipient of an Illinois State Historical Society award. 

 

{ƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅΣ   
9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ YƭƛǎŜΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ  
tŜƻǊƛŀ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
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¢!.[9 hC /hb¢9b¢{ 

                 tŀƎŜ 
Lb¢wh5¦/¢hw¸ a!¢9wL![{               

!ǿŀǊŘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ /ƻǾŜǊ tŀƎŜ      м  
!ǿŀǊŘ bƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ CƻǊƳ       о  
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ !ǿŀǊŘ bƻƳƛƴŜŜǎ    п 
[ŜǧŜǊ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƛǧŀƭ        р 

 ¢ŀōƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ         с 
  
twhW9/¢ aL{{Lhb ϧ !//hat[L{Ia9b¢{          
 ¢ƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ        т 
 ¢ƘŜ L{I{ aŀǊƪŜǊǎ                    у 
 /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ς CƭŀƎ 5ŀȅ нлно     мо 
 
!²!w5 D¦L59[Lb9{ ϧ 9·t9/¢!¢Lhb{  
 DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ 9ƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ       мп 
 {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ /ǊƛǘŜǊƛŀ       мп 
 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ       мр 
 aŜŘƛŀ /ƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ       мс 
 

LbChwa95 htLbLhb{         мт 

twhW9/¢ ŀƴŘ t!w¢L/Lt!b¢{  
.ŀŎƪǎǘƻǊȅ         нм 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ŜŀƳ ϧ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎ       нн 
aŀƧƻǊ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ππ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀǘŜ     но  
{ƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ 5ƻƴƻǊǎ ς /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ   нп 
  

twhW9/¢ Wh¦wb9¸          нр 

/9[9.w!¢Lhb 9±9b¢          ом 

a95L! /h±9w!D9 59¢!L[        рт   

/L¢¸ /h¦b/L[ .wL9CLbD a!¢9wL![{       ср 

 
ό{t9/L![ bh¢9Υ   LŦ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΣ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴǝǊŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦύ  
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twhW9/¢ aL{{LhbΥ ¢I9 a9ahwL![ 

 

/ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǎƻ  
   ά¢ƘŜȅ !ǊŜ CƻǊƎƻǧŜƴ bƻ aƻǊŜέ 
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¢ƘŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ϧ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ 
ŬǾŜ ƪŜȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΥ 

 
¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝƻƴ {ǘƻǊȅōƻŀǊŘΣ ǎƘƻǿƴ ŀōǾŜΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ όǳǇǇŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘύ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƭƻƎƻ όǳǇǇŜǊ ƭŜƊύΤ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƅŀƎǇƻƭŜ 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  

hƴŜ L{I{ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊ !ǉǳƛƭƭŀ 
aƻũŀǧΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜǎ ǘƘŜ рн ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ǊŀƴƪǎΣ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǘǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻŦ ƴƻǘŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘΦ  

¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ bŀƴŎŜ [ŜƎƛƴǎπ/ƻǎǘƭŜȅ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭŀǿȅŜǊ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŦǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪ 
Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜ ƛƴ мупм ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴŘŜƴǘǳǊŜŘ ǎŜǊǾƛǘǳŘŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǎƻƭŀǊπƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ƅŀƎǇƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜƭȅ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƻ 

ƻǳǊ bŀǝƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ȅŜǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ   
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  /9[9.w!¢Lhb twhDw!a ς !{ tw9{9b¢95 
CƭŀƎ 5ŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ мпΣ нлноΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нΣслл tŜƻǊƛŀƴǎ ǎǝƭƭ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƭŀǘŜπǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŀǘǊƛƻǝŎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝǾŜ 
όtƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜΦύ 

 
/ŀƭƭ ǘƻ hǊŘŜǊ                                /ƻƭƭŜŜƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ π a/ 

tƻǎǝƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǊǎ                                 /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀ CƛǊŜŬƎƘǘŜǊǎ /ƻƭƻǊ DǳŀǊŘ 
 

tƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ !ƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜ                             aŀȅƻǊ wƛǘŀ !ƭƛΣ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀ 
 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ wŜƳŀǊƪǎ                aŀȅƻǊ wƛǘŀ !ƭƛΣ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀ 
                 

YŜȅƴƻǘŜ wŜƳŀǊƪǎ                Wǳƭƛŀƴŀ {ǘǊŀǧƻƴΣ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ [ǘΦ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ  
 

!ŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ DǳŜǎǘǎΣ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΣ ϧ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ŜŀƳ            a/  
 

wŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴǎΥ 
 

tŜƻǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ      5ŜƴƛǎŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΣ мǎǘ 5ƛǎǘΦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aŜƳōŜǊ 
 

{ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ                          /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅΣ L{I{ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊ 
                                                                             ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪŜǊǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ 
/ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝƻƴǎΥ 

 

CƻǊƎƻǧŜƴ tŜƻǊƛŀƴǎ                .ƻō IƻũŜǊΣ [ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 9ƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘ 
 

bŀƴŎŜ [ŜƎƛƴǎπ/ƻǎǘƭŜȅ            /ŀǊƭ !ŘŀƳǎΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΣ !ǳǘƘƻǊ 
 

¢ƘŜ рн ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ            WƻŜ IǳǘŎƘƛƴǎƻƴΣ {¦±/² hŶŎŜǊ ŀƴŘ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛǎǘ 
 

/ƭƻǎƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ 
aƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ƛƭŜƴǘ wŜƅŜŎǝƻƴ            wŜǾΦ aŀǊǾƛƴ IƛƎƘǘƻǿŜǊΣ tǊŜǎΦ tŜƻǊƛŀ b!!/t 

 

.ŀǧƭŜ IȅƳƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ           {ƘŜǊǊȅ /ŀǊǘŜǊπ!ƭƭŜƴΣ ±ƻŎŀƭ !Ǌǝǎǘ 
 

!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ DǊŀŎŜ             YŜǾƛƴ bƛŎƪŜǊǎƻƴΣ .ŀƎǇƛǇŜǎ !Ǌǝǎǘ 
 
wŜǝǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǊǎ                          tŜƻǊƛŀ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ tƻǎǘ н /ƻƭƻǊ DǳŀǊŘ 
 
!ǧŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅΥ                IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ IƻƴƻǊ DǳŀǊŘΣ {ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴ 
 
bƻǘŜ ƻŦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ LƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ                  a/ 



 

 
 

ρσ 

twhW9/¢ w9{¦[¢Υ /hat[9¢95 a9ahwL![ 

 

{ǳƴǎŜǘ ππ CƭŀƎ 5ŀȅ ππ WǳƴŜ мпΣ нлно 



 

 
 

ρτ 

!²!w5 D¦L59[Lb9{ ϧ 9·t9/¢!¢Lhb{ 
 

D9b9w![ !²!w5 9[LDL.L[L¢¸ 
¢ƘŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ϧ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŬƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘƭȅ 
άŦǳǊǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴΣ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ 
IƛǎǘƻǊȅέ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘΣ ŦƻǊƎƻǧŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ 
aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƛƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŀƭƭ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴǘǊǳŜΦ  
   
YŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴΣ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ōȅ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀ ¦ƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜǊ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƴƻǘ 
ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƻƭŘ ōƻƻƪǎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ онΣллл ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ 
ōǳǊƛŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ нΣрлл ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 
ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ оΣрлл ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻǎǘ 
ŀǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŘƛƎƛǝȊŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΣ ǾŜǊƛŬŜŘ 
ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊπŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŬƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘπōƻǳƴŘ ōƻƻƪǎΦ  
 
hǘƘŜǊ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ  
CƛƊȅπǘǿƻ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ пф ¦ƴƛƻƴ /ƛǾƛƭ 
²ŀǊ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ /ƻƭƻǊŜŘ ¢ǊƻƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
WǳƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ DǊŀƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ DŀƭǾŜǎǘƻƴΣ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ мфΣ мусрΦ hƴŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ōǳǊƛŜŘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘπ!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ²ŀǊΣ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ ƻŦ мумнΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
мтфн ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ aƛƭƛǝŀΤ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ .ƻƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴƛǘΦ  
 
{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ƳŜƴǝƻƴŜŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǎŜ .ƻƻƴŜ IƻƭƭƛŘŀȅΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ .ƻƻƴŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘπƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΦ  
aƻǎǘ ƴƻǘŀōƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŦǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ мупм Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ 
{ǘŀǘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜΣ bŀƴŎŜ [ŜƎƛƴǎπ/ƻǎǘƭŜȅΣ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǝƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǎƻƴ [ŜŀƴŘŜǊΦ  
    

{t9/L![ twhW9/¢ /wL¢9wL! 
5ŜŬƴƛǝƻƴΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴƛǝŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмт ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ нлно ŀǎ ŀ ƻƴŜπǝƳŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ 
ŜũƻǊǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΣ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ  
Ŏŀǎǘ ƳŜǘŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊȅōƻŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ά/ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝƴƎ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ έCƻǊƎƻǧŜƴ bƻ aƻǊŜΦέ  
 

9ȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴΥ ¢ƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ŜŀƳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǝƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƘŀǾŜΣ 
ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭΣ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ŀƴŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 



 

 
 

ρυ 

9±L59b/9 hC w9/hDbL¢Lhb 

9ȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ϧ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ {ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΣ 5ƻƴƻǊǎΣ 
ŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŀ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜΥ 

t!w¢b9w{Υ  
π /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀ 
π tŜƻǊƛŀ tŀǊƪ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
π tŜƻǊƛŀ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
π tŜƻǊƛŀ wƛǾŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ aǳǎŜǳƳ 
π tŜƻǊƛŀ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ  
π tŜƻǊƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
π ¢ŀȊŜǿŜƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ϧ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
π Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ  

5hbhw{Υ 
π tŜƻǊƛŀ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ wƻƻŦŜǊǎ [ƻŎŀƭ Ісф 
π {ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊΥ 

o /ƻƭΦ WƻƘƴ /Φ .ǊȅƴŜǊ /ŀƳǇ ІстΣ tŜƻǊƛŀ 
o Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 
o bŀǝƻƴŀƭ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ  

π tŜƻǊƛŀ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴ  
π /ŀǇǘΦ ½Ŝŀƭƭȅ aƻǎǎ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ {ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴ  
π tŜƻǊƛŀ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ tƻǎǘ н  
π tŜƻǊƛŀ CƭŀƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ /ƻΦ  
π Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ  
π ¢ƘŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ  
π ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ DΦ tƻƳŜǊƻȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ  

a95L!Υ 

π ²99Yπ¢± π b./ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ !ŶƭƛŀǘŜ  
π ²a.5π¢± π /.{ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ !ŶƭƛŀǘŜ ϧ ²a.5πCa 
- Peoria Journal Star  
- City of Peoria ς Facebook pages   
- Peoria Magazine 
- Peoria County Chronicle 
- Traveler Weekly ς tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ [ƻƴƎŜǎǘ wǳƴƴƛƴƎ .ƭŀŎƪ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊ  
- WCBU-FM - NPR Network Affiliate & WCBU.org  
- Mixcloud.com 
- ISHS Illinois Heritage Magazine 
- USA Today & Gannet Brands media outlets   



 

 
 

ρφ 

MEDIA COVERAGE - SUMMARY 
 

(Number of Known Coverage Instances) 

 

PROJECT TEAM COVERAGE 

o Website (Extensive ς Life of Project) 
o Facebook Pages (Extensive ς Life of Project) 
o Promotional Project Video 

COMMUNITY COVERAGE 

o WEEK-TV ς NBC Network Affiliate (6) 
o WMBD-TV ς CBS Network Affiliate & WMBD-FM (4) 
o Peoria Journal Star (1)   
o City of Peoria (1)    
o Peoria Magazine (1) 
o Peoria County Chronicle (1)  
o Traveler Weekly ς tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ Black Newspaper (2)  
o WCBU-FM -- NPR Network Affiliate & WCBU.org (3) 
o MIXCLOUD.COM (1)  
o Peoria Riverfront Museum ς Social Media (4)   

STATE COVERAGE 

o Illinois State Historical Society (5)  

NATIONAL COVERAGE 

o USA Today (1)  
o Gannet Brands ς Other media outlets (many; exact # unknown)  

 

(Note: Detailed information about media coverage is included later in this package.) 
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INFORMED OPINIONS  
Juliana Stratton, Lt. Governor - State of Illinois 
Ancestors, like those buried in the old Moffatt Cemetery, who spent their lives working 

for, fighting for, and praying for a better future for all of us, deserve to be laid to rest with 

dignity and respect and memorialized in a way that demonstrates that they are not just 

the forgotten citizens of Peoria. They were mothers and fathers and grandmothers and 

grandŦŀǘƘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅΩǎ ǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΦ !ƴŘ 

they were fully human. And their humanity is what we are honoring today. Today is not 

just about preserving history. Today is an act of justice. In some respects, it is a way of 

reclaiming the land, placing markers in the ground to say that these souls will no longer 

be ignored or overlooked or diminished. And as a community, you have come together 

here in Peoria to make it abundantly clear. We will tell their stories. We will 

commemorate this history. And they are forgotten no more.  

 

Dr. Rita Ali, Mayor - City of Peoria 
Freedom and Remembrance Park will be a site that will provide education to our 
community, while acknowledging our local history, but it will also be a long-awaited 
memorial for these individuals and their families.  
 

Denise Jackson, 1st District Council Member - City of Peoria  
Well, this is an exciting day. And I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge God and thank 
him for the opportunity to be a part of this wonderful event. I must say, I was so excited 
when I heard about this story, sometime about a year ago. 
This memorial is a testament to how cities and communities across this country are linked 
forever in history. We want residents all around the city and the state of Illinois to come 
and visit this site to learn about the contributions of the veterans and all of the other 
individuals who are buried here. And the contributions they made on behalf of this great 
country. We will never forget them.  

Rev. Marvin Hightower, President ς Peoria Branch NAACP   
I, like many others, believe that history is our greatest teacher. I also believe that history 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǳǇΤ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŀǿŀȅΦ Lǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ōŀƴƴŜŘΣ 
but it needs to be recognized so that we learn from history so that we wƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƻƻƳŜŘ 
to repeat history. And I believe that this day is a date marked out in history from the 
foundations of this world. And I also believe as the Bible says that the truth will make us 
ŦǊŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ.   
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Robert Johnson Sr., Board of Trustees President, Emily Cahill, Executive 
Director, Matt Freeman, Superintendent of Parks - Peoria Park District   
The Peoria Park District is honored to have been a part of this effort. Parks Service Staff is 
particularly proud to have helped install the historic memorial markers. Our organization 
is in awe of the commitment of the Project Team of local volunteers who were focused 
on bringing this important piece of Peoria history to the forefront.  Our community is a 
diverse one with a rich history; this memorial helps showcase this and honor the impact 
of strong Peorians in the course of local, state, and national history. 
  
¢ƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ¢ŜŀƳΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ 
private partners to not only make this a reality, but to also ensure its long-term 
stewardship and care is remarkable. We enjoyed working with the Project Team; their 
passion for history and service to commemorate forgotten Peorians is a blessing to us all. 
 

!ƴƎƛŜ {ƴŜŜǊƛƴƎŜǊΣ ±ƛŎŜπtǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ π tŜƻǊƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ    
¢ƘŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ϧ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ƛƴ tŜƻǊƛŀΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ .ƻō IƻũŜǊ ƛƴ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ tŜƻǊƛŀ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ ¦ƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜǊ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŘŀǝƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ мутнΣ ƻǳǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ 
ōȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǳƴǝƭ 
мфмсΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ онΣмнп ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎΦ 

 
5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ōǳǊƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜǊ 
wŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘΦ bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƛŘŜƴǝŦȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣ ōǳǘ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ƛƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŀƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǎƘƻǊǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ  ²Ŝ 
ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ϧ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ŜŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ άŦƻǊƎƻǧŜƴ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜέ ōȅ tŜƻǊƛŀƴǎΦ 
 

Keith Bonnett, President - Capt. Zeally Moss Chapter, National Society  
Sons of the American Revolution  
We are honored that tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ϧ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ 
for the Illinois State Historical SocietyΩǎ 2023 Annual Award in the Special Projects 
category and take great pride in the results of this work done for our community which is 
connected to patriots the American Revolution. June 14, 2023, was a day I will not forget, 
not only for the ceremony but also for tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ŜŀƳΩǎ skills to make this historical 
commemoration happen. It was a great ceremony to officially share the Freedom and 
Remembrance Memorial with the Peoria community and the State of Illinois. Including 
our SAR Chapter as the Historical Honor Guard was very appreciated.   
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9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ YƭƛǎŜΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ π Peoria Historical Society 
 On behalf of the Peoria Historical Society, I express my whole-hearted endorsement of 
the Freedom and Remembrance Memorial Project. This effort has had an exceptional 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ǎƛǘŜΣ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ƭƻǎǘ aƻŦŦŀǘǘ /ŜƳetery, 
and the 2,725 people known associated with it. Their stories were in danger of being 
erased from history but are ƴƻǿ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ 
ŀŘŘŜŘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǝŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭΣ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǝƴƎ 
ƻǳǊ ǎŜǧƭŜǊǎΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŜƎŀƭ 
ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ŀǧƻǊƴŜȅ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǝƻƴƛǎǘ ŎŀǳǎŜΦ 
¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ŜŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎπŀƎƻ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ нΣслл ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǎǝƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ ŀƴ 
ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǎǇƻǘ ƛƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ connections to Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War as 
well as the Spanish-American War, the War of 1812, the 1792 Virginia Militia, the 
Revolutionary War, and Daniel Boone, whose great-grandson is buried there, the 
newfound history of this small Peoria location elevates its importance to a national level.  

hƴǎƛǘŜ ǇƭŀǉǳŜǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƻƴ CƭŀƎ 5ŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŎŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ bŀƴŎŜ [ŜƎƛƴǎπ
/ƻǎǘƭŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ preserves a forgotten time and place in Illinois history and ensures 
that the voices of those once silent will now be heard. Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ achievement. I 
cannot imagine a more fitting recipient of an Illinois State Historical Society award. 

Charles Stanley, Board Member & Markers Committee Chairman - ISHS  
To all those who have contributed to this effort in any way, including your attendance 
here, the Illinois State Historical Society expresses its sincere appreciation. Thank you.  
 

aǎΦ 5ŜǊȅƴ tƻƳŜǊƻȅΣ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ π ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ DΦ tƻƳŜǊƻȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ hƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ DΦ tƻƳŜǊƻȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴΣ ǿŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ȅǊŀŎǳǎŜΣ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΦ 
¢ƘŜ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ȅƻǳ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƻǧŜƴ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ bŀƴŎŜ [ŜƎƛƴǎπ/ƻǎǘƭŜȅΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅ !ōǊǊŀƘŀƳ 
[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΣ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛǎƘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ȅƻǳ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ tŜƻǊƛŀΦ  

CǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻƳŜǊƻȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴΣ ǿŜ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ϧ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ŜŀƳΣ tŜƻǊƛŀ 
IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀΣ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ wƻƻŦŜǊǎ [ƻŎŀƭ ІсфΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ 
IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝƴƎ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ bŀƴŎŜ 
[ŜƎƛƴǎπ/ƻǎǘƭŜȅΦ   
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{ǳǎŀƴ wȅƴŜǊǎƻƴΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 9ƭŜŎǘ ς  
¢ŀȊŜǿŜƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ϧ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

RE: Freedom & Remembrance Memorial Project.  
Words cannot express the appreciation all of Central Illinois, including those of us in 
¢ŀȊŜǿŜƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ƘŀŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜǊΩǎ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
.ƻōΩǎ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜƛƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘe books 
published, the Moffatt site preserved, and the markers erected so that everyone would 
know that the Central Illinois history that had been buried there was now unearthed such 
that those folks would be forgotten no more. 
We were especially delighted to find Nance as we had been trying for years to determine 
what had become of her but there were also many of our lesser-known Tazewell friends 
and families found in Moffatt too.  Finally, no soldier of any war should ever be paved 
over and forgotten so it was very important to recognize them with their own plaque. 

I know how much work and worry went into every phase of the years-long project and no 
one is more deserving of state level recognition than Bob and his team.  It was icing on 
the cake when the Peoria and Tazewell marker projects dovetailed such that they were 
erected and celebrated just days apart. All history is local until it is woven together with 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦŀōǊƛŎΦ  нслл ǘƘǊŜŀŘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŜƴǘǿƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
the rest of the Illinois story. 

Susan Rynerson  
 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ tŀƎŜǎ π tŜƻǊƛŀ wƛǾŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ aǳǎŜǳƳ  

We were so lucky to welcome Carl Adams, author of: "Nance: Trials of the First Slave Freed 
by Abraham Lincoln" a book that is THE authority on Nance Legins-Costley, a Pekin woman 
who fought for her liberty with the aid of our 16th president, who acted as her lawyer. 
Carl was joined by Colleen Johnson, Executive Director of the Peoria Historical Society, 
Bob Hoffer, and Jordan Miller! Legins-Costley is memorialized in the newest hallway 
exhibition at the Peoria Riverfront Museum: "Forgotten No More, Moffatt Cemetery". Her 
story, and many others had been paved over, but with the help of curatorial intern Jordan 
Miller and Freedom & Remembrance Memorial Project representative Bob Hoffer, we are 
rediscovering her legacy, and that of the 2,600 other souls buried at Moffatt Cemetery. 
 
hƴ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴϥǎ 5ŀȅΣ ǿŜ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƻƴƻǊŀōƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ hƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
Ƙŀƭƭǿŀȅ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴǎΣ ŎǳǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ϧ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ƘƻƴƻǊǎ ǘƘŜ нΣслл ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ нΣслл ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƻũŀǧ 
/ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ рн ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴϥǎ ŘŀȅΣ 
ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǊƛŀ wƛǾŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ ƘƻƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ 
ǎǝƭƭ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ǿŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜΦ   



 

 
 

ςρ 

¢I9 twhW9/¢ 
.!/Y{¢hw¸ 

 

.ȅΥ .ƻō IƻũŜǊΣ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ŜŀƳΦ  Lƴ нлмр Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ 9ǾŜƭȅƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘπ
ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ aƻƴǎ bŜƭǎƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ tŜƻǊƛŀΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ мутфΣ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƻǊŜ 
ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŜŘ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ŀȅ муурΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƻǊ ŀǘ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ {ǿŜŘƛǎƘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΦ tŜƻǊƛŀ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƴŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ƘƛƳΦ 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƻǇǝƳƛǎǝŎΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ŦŀǊ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ 
ƘŜǊ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ϧ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦ  
 
¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƭǳŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻǊƻƴŜǊ ŬƭŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƛŦŜ ƘŀŘ ƘƛƳ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ 
aƻũŀǧΦέ bŜȄǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǊƛŀ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ǿŜǊŜ ²t! ǇŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфолǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊƛŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀƛŘ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ офлл {² !ŘŀƳǎ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ 
ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ мфлрΦ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ƛǘ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ 
ȅŀǊŘǎΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōǳǊƛŀƭ Ǉƭƻǘ ŦƻǊ !ǉǳƛƭƭŀ aƻũŀǧ ǿƘƻ 
ŎŀƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ муннΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎƛǘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мутлǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ 
ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ƛǘ ŀƊŜǊ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎΦ 
!ƭƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǾŜŘΦ  

! ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŬƴŘ aƻƴǎ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ муллǎ IŜŀƭǘƘ 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƭƛǎǘ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ōƛƎ ƻƭŘ ōƻƻƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ tŜƻǊƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ōǳǘ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ ! ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǇŀƴƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ 
ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ /ƭƻǎŜǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ оΣрлл ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ ! 
tŜƻǊƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎǇŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ 
онΣллл ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴǘƻ Řŀǘŀ ōŀǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ōƻǳƴŘ ǾƻƭǳƳŜǎ ƴƻǿ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎΦ hǾŜǊ нΣрлл ōǳǊƛŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ aƻũŀǧΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ aƻƴǎΦ aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нлл ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǘ aƻũŀǧ ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ млл ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǾŜŘΦ Lƴ ǘƻǘŀƭΣ ŀōƻǳǘ нΣтнр 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΤ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нΣслл ǎǝƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ȅŀǊŘǎΦ  

Lƴ нлмтΣ пу ¦ƴƛƻƴ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ ! ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ aƻǊŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ рн ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ππ пф ¦ƴƛƻƴ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ 
ŜŀŎƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ²ŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǊ ƻŦ мумнΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ мтфн ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ƳƛƭƛǝŀΦ bŜȄǘ 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿŀǎ bŀƴŎŜ [ŜƎƛƴǎπ/ƻǎǘƭŜȅ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
!ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŦǊŜŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪ мупм Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ŎŀǎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ōŜƎŀƴ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ tŜƪƛƴ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ WǳƴŜǘŜŜƴǘƘΦ  

¢ƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ нлмф ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ Ŏƛǘȅ 
ǇŀǊƪ ƻƴ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ {ƻǳǘƘ {ƛŘŜΣ ƴƻǿ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ϧ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦ  



 

 
 

ςς 
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/ŀǊƭ !ŘŀƳǎ ό{ƛƭǾŜǊ {ǇǊƛƴƎ a5ύ ς WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΣ !ǳǘƘƻǊΥ bŀƴŎŜΥ ¢Ǌƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
CƛǊǎǘ {ƭŀǾŜ CǊŜŜŘ ōȅ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΣ aŜƳōŜǊΥ tŜƻǊƛŀ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ 
IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ DǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 5/Σ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜ 
ƻŦ 5/Σ .ǳũŀƭƻ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ 5/ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ млǘƘ wŜƎǘΦΣ tŜƻǊƛŀ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ b!!/tΦ  

.ƻō IƻũŜǊ όtŜƻǊƛŀ L[ύ ππ [ƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘΣ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛǎǘΣ aŜƳōŜǊΥ tŜƻǊƛŀ 
IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ tŜƻǊƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ¢ŀȊŜǿŜƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ϧ 
IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ 
[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ ŀƴŘ /ŀǇǘΦ ½Ŝŀƭƭȅ aƻǎǎ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
{ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴΦ 

Joe Hutchinson (East Peoria IL) ς Genealogist, Member: Peoria County Genealogical 
Society, Officer: Sons of the Union Veterans of the Civil War. 

Jared Olar (Pekin IL) ς Local History Program Coordinator at Pekin Public Library, author 
of their From the History Room newsletter, lƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƴg member with Tazewell 
County Genealogical & Historical Society, and member of Pekin Bicentennial Planning 
Committee. 

David Pittman (West Peoria IL) ς Peoria-area community activist, Peoria Park District 
advocate, Member: Peoria Branch NAACP Executive Committee. 

Bill Poorman (Peoria IL) ς Educator, Writer, Multi-media creator and producer, Lincoln 
enthusiast. 

 

PROJECT TEAM ASSOCIATES 

Ψ/ƘƛǇΩ WƻȅŎŜ (Dunlap IL) ς Graphics designer. 

ΨHankΩ Stolz (Peoria IL) ς Landscape Architect, rendering designer.  

Cathie Butler (Peoria IL) ς Genealogist, demographics analyst.  
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MAJOR COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

Peoria Historical Society ς ōŜƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨŘŀȅ ƻƴŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ΨƭƻŎŀƭ ōŀƴƪŜǊΩ 
to receive and receipt tax-advantaged donations and pay project bills. 

The City of Peoria (Mayor, City Council, City Manager, Public Works, key staff) ςagreeing 
to own the memorial site and the Memorial, and officially naming the site Freedom & 
Remembrance Memorial Park. 

Peoria Park District ς displaying two markers at their major recreation complex for over 
six months, installing the historical markers on the site, and working with the City of 
Peoria to maintain the Park and Memorial.  

Peoria Riverfront Museum ς displaying for eleven ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ 
marker as part of a prominent special exhibit for the project, hosting a large public 
announcement event for the other two very large markers, and ongoing support and 
encouragement in so many ways.  

Peoria County Genealogical Society ς transcribing 32,124 death and burial records from 
the discovered Peoria Undertaker Reports over a six-year period which documented 
more than 2,500 of those buried at the lost Moffatt Cemetery.  

Tazewell County Genealogical & Historical Society ς availing from their files important 
related Moffatt Cemetery burial information useful for supplementing and cross-
checking some of the Peoria Undertaker Reports and supporting the project in many 
ways.  

Peoria Housing Authority ς providing the large open nearby site for the official public 
City Naming Event ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ΨŘŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƻƴ CƭŀƎ 5ŀȅΣ WǳƴŜ мпth 
2023.  

 

STRATEGIC STATE PARTNER 

Illinois State Historical Society ς making the ISHS marker program available and working 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘǊȅΣ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŘƻƴƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ 
marker, serving as our strategic connection to secure major grants, serving as our ΨǎǘŀǘŜ 
ōŀƴƪŜǊΩ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ ǘŀȄ-advantaged donations and pay project bills, and 
encouraging and coordinating so well with the efforts of the Project Team.     



 

 
 

ςτ 

SIGNIFICANT COMMUNITY DONORS 

Peoria United Union of Roofers Local #69 ς donating the parcel of land near the lost 
cemetery for the small City Park and Memorial.  

The City of Peoria ς covering costs of land survey and title transfer for the donated site, 
covering costs for the public event on Flag Day, June 14th, 2023.  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Col. John C. Bryner Camp #67, Peoria Illinois ς 
funding for the Veterans Marker, the flagpole system, and commemoration storyboard.  

Peoria Chapter, National Society, Daughters of the American Revolution ς funding for 
the flagpole system and commemoration storyboard.  

Capt. Zeally Moss Chapter, National Society, Sons of the American Revolution ς 
funding for the flagpole system and commemoration storyboard, providing a Historical 
Honor Guard at the public event on Flag Day, June 14th, 2023. 

Peoria American Legion Post 2 ς funding for the flagpole system and commemoration 
storyboard, providing a Color Guard at the public event on Flag Day, June 14th, 2023.  

Peoria Flag & Decorating ς installing and providing in-kind funding for flagpole system.  

SIGNIFICANT STATE DONORS 

Illinois State Historical Society ς sponsoring and in-kind funding for both tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ 
Moffatt Cemetery marker and Nance Legins-Costley marker.  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Illinois Dept. ς funding for the Veterans 
marker.   

SIGNIFICANT NATIONAL DONORS 

The Abraham Lincoln Association ς sponsoring and funding for Nance Legins-Costley 
historical marker.  

William G. Pomeroy Foundation of New York ς sponsoring and funding for tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ 
Moffatt Cemetery marker and Nance Legins Costley marker.  

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, National Organization -- funding for the 
Veterans marker and flagpole system.          
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¢I9 twhW9/¢ Wh¦wb9¸ 
¢ƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ŜŀƳ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ς ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎƭŀǾŜ ƭŀŘȅ bŀƴŎŜ [ŜƎƛƴǎπ/ƻǎǘƭŜȅΣ ŀƭƭ нΣтнр ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǳƴŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ƎǊŀǾŜ ƛƴ мфло ǿƘŜƴ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ŬǊǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ   

/ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜũƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀƳ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ 
ǿŀǎ tŜƻǊƛŀ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ΨōŀƴƪŜǊΩ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ 
ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōƛƭƭǎΦ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƴƻǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜǎ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊΦ 

 

tǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ {² !ŘŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ DǊƛǎǿƻƭŘ 
ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŀǊ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ wƻƻŦŜǊǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǿƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎƭȅΣ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ƴƻ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ    

bŜȄǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 
ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ƘŀǊŘǎŎŀǇŜΣ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜπŦǊŜŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǇƭŀƴΦ  
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¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ϧ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎƭŀǾŜ ƭŀŘȅ ǿƘƻ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нΣслл tŜƻǊƛŀƴǎ ǎǝƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǎƛǘŜΦ  

 

¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƭƻƎƻ ƻŦ ǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōƭǳŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ 
ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ΨƴƻŘΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ 
tŜƻǊƛŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŜǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǇŀǊŎŜƭǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōǳǊƛŀƭǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨǎǘŀǊΩ ǘƻ 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴΦ  

¢Ƙƛǎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǾƛŘŜƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻũŀǧ 
/ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ ƛǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎΣ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ мфлрΣ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ 
ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴΣ ǊŜȊƻƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǾƛŘŜƻ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΦ       [ƛƴƪ ǘƻ ±ƛŘŜƻΥ      ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦȅƻǳǘǳōŜΦŎƻƳκǿŀǘŎƘΚǾҐ¸9ǉȄǊƴǉƘȊƘŎ  

{ƻƻƴΣ {ƻŎƛŀƭ aŜŘƛŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ ! ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎǳƭǝǾŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ 
ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘȅǇŜǎ ŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦ  

[ƛƴƪ ǘƻ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ    ƘǧǇǎΥκκǇŜƻǊƛŀŦǊŜŜŘƻƳƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦƻǊƎκ                                                                                      
[ƛƴƪ ǘƻ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ  ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŦŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦŎƻƳκǇŜƻǊƛŀŦǊŜŜŘƻƳƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭκ    

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŎƻǎǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳƴŀǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǝƳŜ ό/ƻǾƛŘΣ 
Ǉƻǎǘπ/ƻǾƛŘύΦ ! tƘŀǎŜ hƴŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƳŜǘŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ƛŦ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀũƻǊŘŜŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ 
ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǿŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ άaŀǊƪŜǊǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέ ŀƴŘ L{I{ ǘƘŜƴ 
ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŦƻǊ tƘŀǎŜ hƴŜΦ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEqxrnqhzhc
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/
https://www.facebook.com/peoriafreedommemorial/
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²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ŀǎ ŀ 
ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǊΣ L{I{ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ bŀƴŎŜ [ŜƎƛƴǎπ/ƻǎǘƭŜȅΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŶƭƛŀǝƻƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƧƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘƻǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΥ ¢ƘŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ DΦ tƻƳŜǊƻȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ 
bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ς ōƻǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝƻƴΦ   

tƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŜŀƳ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀ ǘƻ ƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǊƛŀ tŀǊƪ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ 
ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ wƻƻŦŜǊǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƻ 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǝǘƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘƻƪŜƴ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ  

²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ tŜƻǊƛŀ 
wƛǾŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦ   

 

¢ƘŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŜƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 
ōȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ¢± ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ 
ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ L{I{ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘǊȅ ǘƻ Ŏŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎΦ  

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƴŜǿ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘǊȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ aƻũŀǧ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
bŀƴŎŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ tŜƻǊƛŀ wƛǾŜǊŦǊƻƴǘ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǾŜƛƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ǎŜǩƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ DǊŀƴŘ [ƻōōȅΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛŘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜΦ ! ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
{ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ōȅ L{I{Σ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ 
[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ DΦ tƻƳŜǊƻȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΦ  



 

 
 

ςψ 

 

 

{ƻƻƴ ŀƊŜǊΣ tŜƻǊƛŀ tŀǊƪ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōȅ 
ŀƎǊŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ aƻũŀǧ ŀƴŘ bŀƴŎŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻōōȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘǳƎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ wƛǾŜǊ ƴŜŀǊ ŘƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǎƛǘŜΦ  

 

 

! Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ tŀǊƪ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ wŜŎtƭŜȄ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŎƘŜŎƪπƛƴǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ !ǊŜƴŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ 
ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǿ ŀƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ трл ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀ Řŀȅ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻōōȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄπƳƻƴǘƘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ      



 

 
 

ςω 

! ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǊƛŀ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нуΣ нлноΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
ōƻǘƘ ΨǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wƻƻŦŜǊǎ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀ /ƛǘȅ tŀǊƪ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ϧ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tŀǊƪΦ ! ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǝǘƭŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ aŀƴŀƎŜǊΦ tƭŀƴǎ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ /ƛǘȅ ŜǾŜƴǘ 
ǘƻ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ΨƴŀƳŜΩ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦ   

 

¢ƘŜ ¢ŜŀƳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ǿŀǊǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƅŀƎǇƻƭŜ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ΨǎǘƻǊȅōƻŀǊŘΩ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƪŜȅ 
tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ 
ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ  ǘƘƛǎ мсέ Ȅ ооέ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǇƭŀǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƅŀƎ ǇƻƭŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƻƴ ŦǳƴŘŜŘΦ  

 

Lƴ aŀȅ нлноΣ ŀ tŜƻǊƛŀ tŀǊƪ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎǊŜǿ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝƻƴ ΨǎǘƻǊȅōƻŀǊŘΩ ŀƴŘ tŜƻǊƛŀ CƭŀƎ ϧ 5ŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƅŀƎǇƻƭŜΦ  

 



 

 
 

σπ 

CƭŀƎ 5ŀȅ ς WǳƴŜ мпΣ нлноΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нΣслл tŜƻǊƛŀƴǎ ǎǝƭƭ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘ aƻũŀǧ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
ŀ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƭŀǘŜπǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŀǘǊƛƻǝŎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǝǾŜΦ  
όtƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΦύ 
  

¢I9 twhDw!a 
ό!ǎ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘύ 

/ŀƭƭ ǘƻ hǊŘŜǊ                                /ƻƭƭŜŜƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ π a/ 

tƻǎǝƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǊǎ                                 /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀ CƛǊŜŬƎƘǘŜǊǎ /ƻƭƻǊ DǳŀǊŘ 
 

tƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ !ƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜ                             aŀȅƻǊ wƛǘŀ !ƭƛΣ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀ 
 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ wŜƳŀǊƪǎ                aŀȅƻǊ wƛǘŀ !ƭƛΣ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀ 
                 

YŜȅƴƻǘŜ wŜƳŀǊƪǎ                 Wǳƭƛŀƴŀ {ǘǊŀǧƻƴΣ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ [ǘΦ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ  
 

!ŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ DǳŜǎǘǎΣ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΣ ϧ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ¢ŜŀƳ             a/  
 

wŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴǎΥ 
 

tŜƻǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ       5ŜƴƛǎŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴΣ мǎǘ 5ƛǎǘΦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aŜƳōŜǊ 
 

{ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ                          /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅΣ L{I{ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊ 
                                                                              ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪŜǊǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ 
 

/ƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝƻƴǎΥ 
 

CƻǊƎƻǧŜƴ tŜƻǊƛŀƴǎ                 .ƻō IƻũŜǊΣ [ƻŎŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 9ƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘ 
 

bŀƴŎŜ [ŜƎƛƴǎπ/ƻǎǘƭŜȅ              /ŀǊƭ !ŘŀƳǎΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΣ !ǳǘƘƻǊ 
 

¢ƘŜ рн ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ              WƻŜ IǳǘŎƘƛƴǎƻƴΣ {¦±/² hŶŎŜǊ ŀƴŘ DŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛǎǘ 
 

/ƭƻǎƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ 
aƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ {ƛƭŜƴǘ wŜƅŜŎǝƻƴ              wŜǾΦ aŀǊǾƛƴ IƛƎƘǘƻǿŜǊΣ tǊŜǎΦ tŜƻǊƛŀ b!!/t 

 

.ŀǧƭŜ IȅƳƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ             {ƘŜǊǊȅ /ŀǊǘŜǊπ!ƭƭŜƴΣ ±ƻŎŀƭ !Ǌǝǎǘ 
 

!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ DǊŀŎŜ              YŜǾƛƴ bƛŎƪŜǊǎƻƴΣ .ŀƎǇƛǇŜǎ !Ǌǝǎǘ 
 
wŜǝǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǊǎ                          tŜƻǊƛŀ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ŜƎƛƻƴ tƻǎǘ н /ƻƭƻǊ DǳŀǊŘ 
 

!ǧŜƴŘŜŘ ōȅΥ                IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ IƻƴƻǊ DǳŀǊŘΣ {ƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŜǾƻƭǳǝƻƴ 
 
bƻǘŜ ƻŦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ LƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ      a/            



 

 
 

σρ 

/9[9.w!¢Lhb 9±9b¢ 
CƭŀƎ 5ŀȅ ς нлно 

 
On June 14, 2023, the City of Peoria officially named Peoria Freedom & Remembrance 
Memorial Park and recognized Freedom & Remembrance Memorial, concluding many 
years of effort to ensure that those who still rest at the Old Moffatt Cemetery are 
άForgotten No More.έ  Many thanks to WCBU-FM 89.9 for audio and transcriptions; 
photos are compliments of the City of Peoria.  

(Note:  If reading this on a computer connected to the internet, click on program 
sections below to hear audio of speaker remarks and read the transcriptions.  
Otherwise, please read on.)  

Call to Order Colleen Johnson ï MC 

Posting of the Colors                      City of Peoria Firefighters Color Guard 

Pledge of Allegiance, Welcome, and 

Opening Remarks 

City of Peoria Mayor Rita Ali 

Keynote Remarks Illinois Lt. Governor Juliana Stratton 

Acknowledge Special Guests, Sponsors, 

& Project Team 

Colleen Johnson, MC 

Recognitions:  

Peoria and Community Denise Jackson, 1st Dist. Council Member 

State and National 

Charles Stanley, ISHS Board Member and Markers 

Committee Chairman 

Commemorations:  

Forgotten Peorians Bob Hoffer, Local History Enthusiast 

The 52 Veterans Joe Hutchinson, SUVCW Officer and Genealogist 

Nance Legins-Costley Carl Adams, Lincoln Historian, Author 

Closing Comments, 

Moment of Silent Reflection 

Rev. Marvin Hightower, Pres. Peoria NAACP 

Battle Hymn of the Republic Sherry Carter-Allen, Vocal Artist  

Amazing Grace  Kevin Nickerson, Bagpipes Artist 

Retiring of the Colors Peoria American Legion Post 2 Color Guard 

Historical Honor Guard 

Capt. Zeally Moss Chapter National Society Sons 

of the American Revolution 

Note of Thanks and Invitation to Visit the 

Memorial 
Colleen Johnson, MC 

Program Summary as Presented (Details immediately follow).  

https://www.wcbu.org/
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=506
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=671
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=513
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=513
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=516
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=519
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=519
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=522
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=525
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=528
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=531
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=534
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=537
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=537
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=540
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=543
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=690
https://peoriafreedommemorial.org/?page_id=703
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Call to Order  
Colleen Johnson, MC   

 

9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ {ǘŀŎȅ tŜǘŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻΩǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǳǎ straight. So, we thank her for all of her work, 
ǘƛǊŜƭŜǎǎƭȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŎƛǘȅΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘŜǊƻŜǎΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ 
how much she does. 
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LΩƳ /ƻƭƭŜŜƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ LΩƳ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ 
is because I was the former Executive DƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǊƛŀ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ LΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ 
moved to a development position in the private sector. But I have to tell you that after 
only living here for a few years, I had this unique opportunity to come to the Historical 
Society. And I had this unique opportunity to meet within my first couple of weeks one of 
my other heroes, Bob Hoffer. Bob, he gave me a full five minutes to get settled in and 
unpack my pictures and my cell phone before he came in my office and told me all about 
the Moffatt Cemetery. So, my hair, I think, is finally not completely blown back. Once you 
ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŜǘ ƘƛƳΣ ǘƘŜ ȊŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
the passion with which he takes on every project. Fortunately, most of those projects are 
for the cƛǘȅΦ !ƴŘ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
members. Working through genealogy, he uncovered the Moffatt CŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƘȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘǊŀǾŜǎǘȅ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ .ǳǘ 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ 
beautiful monument, a place that we can be proud of. 

So, I welcome you all today. Thank you for being here. We have wonderful guests with us, 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ L ƛƴǾƛǘŜ 
you to enjoy.  

   

Posting of the Colors  
City of Peoria Firefighters Color Guard  
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Pledge of Allegiance,  
Welcome and Opening Remarks  
Dr. Rita Ali, City of Peoria Mayor  

 

Everyone, please join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. άI pledge allegiance to the 

flag of the United States of America and to the republic for which it stands, one nation, 
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.έ 

You may be seated. Good morning, everyone. Good morning. I want to thank all of you 
for attending this naming program on such a beautiful day. Special thank you to Peoria 
Housing Authority under the direction of CEO Armeca Crawford for allowing the use of 
their property for our program. Thank you also to the Peoria Park District, our community 
partner for the Freedom and Remembrance Park. And thank you to the members of the 
ƳŀȅƻǊΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǿƘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ ²ƻǊƪǎ ŘƛŘ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ 
job getting the park ready for today. Special thanks to all of our speakers, who will provide 
remarks on the importance of the Freedom and Remembrance Park and provide musical 
tributes. We have the special honor of hosting Lieutenant Governor Juliana Stratton at 
ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ tŜƻǊƛŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
Řŀȅ ƛƴ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ L 
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would ask that you please stand, our elected officials. Please give them a hand. Lieutenant 
Governor Juliana Stratton loves Peoria so much she comes back even on unofficial 
occasions because she and her husband love this area. So we may end up adopting you 
as a Peoria daughter. 

What we have learned about this space is astonishing. But thanks to the inspiring 
leadership of Mr. Bob Hoffer and his team, our earliest neighbors will now be 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭƛȊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ aƻŦŦŀǘǘ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƛƴ мфлр ǘƻ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
naming of Freedom and Remembrance Park is quite unbelievable. From a family plot for 
Aquila Moffatt to a parcel he then dedicated to Civil War soldiers to the expanded Moffatt 
Cemetery Association to the closure in 1905, the abandonment of this site, and the 
eventual development of the parcels, led to many of our earliest Peorians left to be 
forgotten as part of Peoria City history. 

In 1905, the Peoria City Council ordered the closure of Moffatt Cemetery. Over time, it 
became a trash dump, an eyesore, and ultimately, a parking lot. This was a disgrace to the 
approximately 2,600 people buried in Moffatt Cemetery. As mayor of Peoria today, I want 
to publicly apologize, aǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƛǎǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎΦ !ƴŘ LΩƳ 
grateful for those that have championed this worthy Memorial. The city is honored to 
play a part in this effort. 

The name itself, Freedom and Remembrance Park, reminds us that we are here to 
remember those who remain but also celebrate the freedom that some achieved or 
fought for. 52 veterans are known to be interred at Moffatt Cemetery. 49 were Union 
Civil War soldiers, including Nathan Ashby, who was present at Juneteenth. To 
commemorate his bravery, the Juneteenth flag can be seen at the park today. Also 
interred at Moffatt were veterans of the 1792 militia, the War of 1812, and the Spanish-
American War. And then there was Nance Legins-Costley. Mr. Adams will speak more at 
length about Nance. But we all know that she was smart. She was brave. She was a mother 
of eight children, and she fought for her freedom since she was a teenager. Nance made 
her own history as the first enslaved person whom Abraham Lincoln helped free in the 
Illinois State Supreme Court in 1841. 

Today, Freedom and Remembrance Park will be a site that will provide education to our 
community, while acknowledging our local history, but it will also be a long-awaited 
memorial for these individuals and their families. The American poet and genealogist 
[ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜ hǾŜǊƳƛǊŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ άIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ, genealogy 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭΦέ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ aǊΦ .ƻō IƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 
from a request from his wife, Ev; she tasked him with finding her great-ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
grave. And while searching the papers at the Peoria Public Library, he found an old 
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ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ά²ƛŦŜ ƘŀŘ ƘƛƳ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ŀǘ aƻŦŦŀǘǘΦέ [ƛǘǘƭŜ ŘƛŘ aǊΦ IƻŦŦŜǊ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŦǊƻƳ 
that one transcript, he would soon be on the path of unearthing documents that were 
over 100 years old. And that search would result in bringing recognition to some of 
tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ .ǊŀŘǎƘŀǿΣ {ƛƭŀǎ YƛǘǘΣ aŀǊƛŀ IŜƴǊƛŜǘǘŜ [ƛƴŘƛȊΣ 5ŜaƻǊǊƛǎ 
Nancy Merwin, Anton Schaffer ς just a few names of those buried at Moffatt Cemetery ς 
mothers, fathers, children, families, soldiers. Thank you, Mr. Hoffer. Thanks for your hard 
work. Our earliest neighbors will be forgotten no more. 

I encourage you all to visit the park and pause. Think about them. Imagine their stories. I 
would now like to welcome Lieutenant Governor Juliana Stratton.  
 

Keynote Remarks  
Juliana Stratton, Illinois Lt. Governor  

 

Good morning, everyone. And thank you, Mayor, for that introduction. And I will say in 

front of everyone, I will gladly be adopted as a Peorian. I am Lieutenant Governor Juliana 
Stratton, she/her pronouns, and I want to thank you, Mayor Ali, for that warm 
introduction. And I also want to thank Colleen, thank you so much for your steadfast 
leadership at the Peoria Historical Society. 
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As the Lieutenant Governor and as chair of the Military Economic Development 
Committee, it is indeed an honor to join you in Peoria to honor our past, to imagine our 
future, and pause in this present moment to reflect on what brings us here today and 
realize the significance of this occasion. 

!ƎŀƛƴΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ƳŀȅƻǊΣ wƛǘŀ !ƭƛΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
entire city council, thank you for making today possible. And I do want to say we have 
some incredible partners in the Illinois General Assembly, including Leader Dave Koehler, 
who I think I saw in the audience. Thank you for serving and representing your district so 
well, and our state so well. 

The Freedom and Remembrance Memorial is not only about honoring our ancestors as 
ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƛǾŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
loved, and the doors they opened for all of us to live as our freest and truest sŜƭǾŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ 
not lost on me that we gathered just days away from celebrating Juneteenth, or as some 
refer to it as Freedom Day. And while today is about all of the diverse Peorians that are 
buried, that were buried in Moffatt Cemetery, I do want to talk jusǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
okay about Juneteenth because history is important. 

{ŜŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ōȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ōȅ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 
ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ Ŝǉǳƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎƛŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜflect on 
the fact that those in my bloodline worked in the fields of Mississippi from sun up to 
sundown, brutalized, being separated from their children, forbidden from being able to 
learn how to read or write, and who spent all day, every day, working to build wealth for 
those who owned them as personal property. And I think about how they must have 
prayed for our freedom. There may have been days that they never imagined it for 
themselves, but they prayed for their children and their grandchildren and their great-
grandchildren. And so many of us standing here today that we would one day be free, 
that we would no longer be viewed as property but as human beings who deserved safety 
and equality and prosperity and yes, freedom. Ancestors, like those buried in the old 
Moffatt Cemetery, who spent their lives working for, fighting for, and praying for a better 
future for all of us, deserve to be laid to rest with dignity and respect and memorialized 
in a way that demonstrates that they are not just the forgotten citizens of Peoria. They 
ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅΩǎ 
sons and daughters, and they were veterans. And they were fully human. And their 
humanity is what we are honoring today. 

Whether it was Nance Legins-Costley, a formerly enslaved woman and abolitionist, that 
lawyer Abraham Lincoln helped free in 1841, we will remember. Or the patriots who 
bravely served our country, like the Union soldiers who fought for our freedom in the Civil 
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War, including those who delivered the news of emancipation in Galveston, Texas for that 
first Juneteenth. And other veterans who fought for all of us to be free, we will remember. 
Or the almost 2,600 everyday Peorians, some with unmarked graves whose names we 
may never know, well, my faith tells me that God knows who they are and knows them 
by name. And today, we will remember. 

To everyone who organized and funded, volunteered, and supported the creation of the 
Freedom and Remembrance Memorial, thank you. Today is not just about preserving 
history. Today is an act of justice. In some respects, it is a way of reclaiming the land, 
placing markers in the ground to say that these souls will no longer be ignored or 
overlooked or diminished. And as a community, you have come together here in Peoria 
to make it abundantly clear. We will tell their stories. We will commemorate this history. 
And they are forgotten no more. Thank you again for having me. 
 

Special Guests, Sponsors, & Project Team 
Colleen Johnson, MC  

 
 
WŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀǊǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΦ .ǳǘ 
LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΦ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōƛƎ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊǎΦ !ƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ 
sister here in the city of Peoria with me, I love you all the more. Thank you.  
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So many of my heroes are here today. And one of the things that I love about Peoria. 
!ƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŜƻǊƛŀ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
important. And I thank you for that. We have some wonderful guests today. And some 
people that need to be acknowledged. 

First of all, Lieutenant Governor for making the time for us. It does not go unnoticed how 

busy you are and all the demands that are on your time and places that you need to be, 
and that she would take the time to support us in this. Your words are going to stay with 
us for a very long time. Thank you. And for our mayor, who is one of my favorite people 
that I have gotten to know in Peoria. I am such a big fan. Thank you for all of your support. 
I remember when Bob and I were first able to talk to you about this story, and we said 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǊŀƳŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ǎǘŀǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
Peoria. You are a champion that we knew that we needed. Thank you so much for that. 
hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ .ƻō ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ over again, for as long as we can. 
I would like to thank Charles Stanley, the ISHS board member and Markers Committee 
/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎΦ 

.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ .ƻō Ƙŀǎ 
wonderful plans for us to continue to develop this. He has storyboards and you know, 
ǿƘƻ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ bŀƴŎŜ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ Peoria 
for working with us and for making this all happen. 

¢ƘŜ tŜƻǊƛŀ tŀǊƪ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜ tŜƻǊƛŀ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ 
my heart, the Peoria Riverfront Museum, the Peoria County Genealogical Society, the 
Illinois State Historical Society, donors and grantors, the Sons of Union Veterans of the 
Civil War, the United Union of Roofers, local number 69, who donated the site. Thank you 
so much. William G. Pomeroy Foundation of New York, the Abraham Lincoln Association, 
Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Peoria chapter, National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution, Captain Zeally Moss chapter, National Society Sons of 
American Revolution, Peoria American Legion Post number two, many generous 
individuals, and firms too numerous to count. 

The project team, Carl Adams, Lincoln, historian, journalist, author, national Juneteenth 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜΦ LΩƳ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ .ƻō IƻŦŦŜǊΣ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
enthusiast, Sons of the American Revolution. All around best man in Peoria, Joe 
Hutchinson, officer Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. And genealogist Jared Olar, 
curator, Pekin Public Library history room, genealogist. David Pittman, local activist, which 
is putting it mildly, Peoria Park District advocate, Executive Committee of the Peoria 
NAACP. And Bill Poorman, local educator, writer, media producer and Lincoln enthusiast. 
We are in the Land of Lincoln. We are the heart of this great state. And we have so many 
to thank. I appreciate all of you. 



 

 
 

τπ 

Peoria & Community Recognitions  
Denise Jackson, City of Peoria 1st District Council Member  

 

Thank you very much. Well, this is an exciting day. And I would be remiss if I did not 

acknowledge God and thank him for the opportunity to be a part of this wonderful event. 
I must say, I was so excited when I heard about this story, sometime about a year ago. 
But let me just back up again.  
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Thank you, Lieutenant Governor Stratton for being here today. Thank you, all elected 
officials. Blessings to each and every one of you. And most importantly, thank you to Mr. 
Bob Hoffer and his wife, who were responsible for this project. 

This memorial is a testament to how cities and communities across this country are linked 
forever in history. We want residents all around the city and the state of Illinois to come 
and visit this site to learn about the contributions of the veterans and all of the other 
individuals who are buried here. And the contributions they made on behalf of this great 
country. We will never forget them. 

!ƴŘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ wƻōŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ aǊǎΦ 9ǾŜƭȅƴ IƻŦŦŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
tremendous team for all of your work on this wonderful project. And today as we 
celebrate the rebirth of Moffatt Cemetery, God bless you. Thank you all very much for 
coming today. 

 
State & National Recognitions  
Charles Stanley,  

ISHS Board Member and Markers Committee Chairman  
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HelloΣ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΦ aȅ ƴŀƳŜΩǎ /ƘǳŎƪ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅΦ LΩƳ ƘŜǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Lƭƭƛƴƻƛǎ {ǘŀǘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
Society to talk to you just for a few minutes about our marker program. The marker 
program is designed to recognize state sites of national and statewide significance. Our 
goŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƭŜƎŀŎȅΦ {ƛƴŎŜ 
1934, the society has commemorated over 400 sites describing persons, events, and 
other subjects important to Illinois cultural history or heritage. The Society relies on 
individuals who are passionate about their local history and are willing to help in the 
placement of markers, often covering historically significant subjects that might 
otherwise remain obscure. And certainly, that is the case here. 

Toward that goal, the Historical Society has worked with the Pomeroy Foundation of 
Syracuse, New York. In 2006, the Pomeroy Foundation established its first marker 
program to help educate the public, encourage pride of place, and promote historic 
tourism. Since then, it has awarded more than 2,000 grants for roadside markers and 
plaques nationwide. Two years ago, the Pomeroy Foundation partnered with the Illinois 
State Historical Society to fund 25 new historical markers here in Illinois. The grant offers 
matching funds to communities and historical organizations that have identified a 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ƻǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΩ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
previously overlooked, overshadowed, marginalized, or simply lost. The program 
recognizes there are many heroes to get recognized for their enduring contributions to 
society, for their work towards civil rights, equality, and to a more just and perfect Union. 
But there are some who get less recognition, despite having put their indelible mark on 
ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 

Such an unsung hero of black history, of course, is Nancy Legins-Costley, the Illinois 
woman who is known as the first slave freed by Abraham Lincoln. But her story goes far 
ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ a brave 
fight of her own, having her case heard by the Illinois Supreme Court three times before 
finally winning her freedom in 1841, 20 years before the outbreak of the Civil War. 

To all those who have contributed to this effort in any way, including your attendance 
here, the Illinois State Historical Society expresses its sincere appreciation. Thank you.  

 

  



 

 
 

τσ 

Forgotten Peorians  
Bob Hoffer, Local History Enthusiast  

 

Thank you, Chuck, and all of the preceding speakers. I want to make one thing really clear. 

And that is that accomplishments like this are not done by one. These kinds of things are 
made to happen by many. And the team that we had was outstanding. The participation 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 
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have happened without them. And today, we officially name Freedom and Remembrance 
Memorial Park, and we thereby highlight the Memorial of that name to commemorate so 
many Peorians, most who were forgotten, some over 170 years. 

The actual cemetery borders both Adams Street and Griswold, and it did not include this 
corner. Who were these 2,725 individuals, and as was said, more than 2,600 are still there 
yet today? In a few moments, Carl Adams will share with you about Nance Legins-Costley. 
And Joe Hutchinson will then tell us more about the 52 veterans. As was said before, one 
of them was at Juneteenth, and his gravesite on an actual, old 1874 plat map is 
determinable, and that came from the Illinois Roll of Honor of the veterans when they did 
a survey in 1956, I think it was. And they documented the location of burials, and those 
ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ aƻŦŦŀǘǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴΦ Iƛǎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ off of Adams 
Street on that lot down there that used for storing phone poles. At one time, there was 
ŀƴ ƻƭŘ aǊΦ vǳƛŎƪ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎΦ !ƴŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 
remember that. 

So, there are many there, too, that were linked in one way or another to our actual 
revolution, the Revolutionary War. But I want to first talk in general about those that are 
there. Most of them were born in the United States, but nearly 400 were immigrants from 
a dozen Northern European nations. Most came from Germany, the British Isles and 
{ǿŜŘŜƴΦ hƴŜ ǎǳŎƘ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ǿƛŦŜ 9ǾΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ-grandfather, Mons Nelson. He 
immigrated directly to Peoria from Sweden, and he worked in the rail yards down near 
where the current Cedar Street Bridge lands on this side of the river. He was able to soon 
pay for his family to join him in America. 

Sadly, when he was just in his 40s, he died suddenly while he was driving his farm wagon, 
taking the family to church at the Swedish Lutheran Church on Christmas morning, 1885. 
It was a sad day, a sad Christmas for that family. Most of that family is buried at Fond du 
Lac Cemetery in East Peoria. Ev asked me ά²here in the world is my great grandfather 
buried? CŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƻǊŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƛǘΩǎ tŜƻǊƛŀΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ƪƴƻǿǎέ. And that is what brought us all 
here today. 

²ŜƭƭΣ L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƭǳŎƪƛŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŀƴ L ŀƳ ƎƻƻŘΦ .ǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ 
ƴƻǘ ƭǳŎƪΦ LǘΩǎ Divine PǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
[ƻǊŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŜΣ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ 

So, there was one discovery after another. As was mentioned, there were coroner 
ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀǘ 
in a century. We found them in the basement of the courthouse. One thing after another. 
A lot of the US-born people that are buried there were from Illinois, but over 300 were 
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from 25 other states. Ohio, New York, Indiana, Missouri, and Pennsylvania were the most 
common. More than 50 were African Americans. So, these demographics say much about 
tŜƻǊƛŀΩǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ {ŀŘƭȅΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƛȄ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ мл 
buried there were under the age of seven at the time they died. Child mortality in the 
19th century was terrific. Most of the causes were stillbirths, premature births, 
tuberculosis, cholera, and pneumonia. 

And as was mentioned, in 1905 the city health director and the City Council ordered the 
ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 
association were lost and that everyone that had been buried there had been moved. I 
have been able to document about 100 removals out of all 2,725. The old Health 
Department records reports that were found and transcribed by Peoria County 
Genealogical Society, they are now in bound volumes at the Peoria Public Library, and 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tŜƪƛƴ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎǉǳƛǊƛng them, and all 
of the records from those old health department books are now transcribed and available 
and online for members of the Society, and you can get access to them. 

Because of the national significance of the links to Abraham Lincoln, the end of slavery, 
and now the links to Juneteenth ς you can see the Juneteenth flag over there where it is 
ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ bŀƴŎȅΩǎ ƳŀǊƪŜǊΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
two at this point in history. 

Freedom and Remembrance Memorial is now in a growing number now of state and 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Dt{ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ 
visitors to find this memorial. The project team, as I mentioned, this is their effort as a 
whole. And we are hopeful that this memorial will be sufficiently recognized and cause a 
continuing commemoration of our long-forgotten family and community members that 
are buried near here, such that they are forgotten no more. 

Thank you very much. And I now introduce to you, Joe Hutchinson, who will speak about 
the veterans. 
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The 52 Veterans    
Joe Hutchinson, SUVCW Officer and Genealogist  

 

Thank you, Bob. And thank you all for coming this morning, as we remember the former 

soldiers buried here with one of these new historical plaques. I also want to express our 
gratitude for allowing Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War to participate in this project. 
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aƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘΚ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŀ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ 
anything by which the memory of a person, place, or event is perpetuated. Be it a small 
tombstone erected to the memory of a loved one in a small rural cemetery, something at 
a large scale in the public square, or even a mountain on tribal land. A monument, a 
memorial, is a cause for thought and introspection, leading us to ask the following 
questions: Who is this? What is it all about? Why should I remember? Sometimes the 
person is well-known, and the cause is obvious and just. Sometimes it is less obvious. Is a 
monument a memorial; Is a memorial a monument? You decide. 

We come here today to commemorate ordinary individuals who did extraordinary things. 
They left home and family to march to an unknown future filled with deprivation and 
danger, not knowing if they would ever return again. There are no famous generals, public 
officials, or captains of industry here, but citizens who answered the call of our country. 
52 veterans are known to have been buried at Moffatt Cemetery. 49 are Civil War Union 
soldiers. The oldest veteran buried here, Labon Booton, served in 1792 Virginia militia in 
the New River Rangers on the Western Front of our new nation. The provisioner for his 
unit was THE 5ŀƴƛŜƭ .ƻƻƴŜΦ .ƻƻǘƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ-in-law both fought in the 
American Revolution. Upon coming to Peoria, he probably lived within 300 feet of where 
ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мурлǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘ ƻƴ !ǉǳƛƭƭŀ aƻŦŦŀǘǘΩǎ 
homestead. Daniel Bayless served in the Mounted Battalion of the Ohio Militia in the War 
of 1812. He died here in 1876 to 1881. And it was buried at Moffatt Cemetery, which by 
then was a commercial enterprise. Thomas Moffatt, a nephew of Aquilla Moffatt, a soldier 
serving during the time of the Spanish-American War, died of disease in Virginia, and was 
returned to Peoria and buried in Moffatt Cemetery. He was later removed to Springdale 
Cemetery where he rests today. 

The majority of the veterans interred here were Civil War veterans from Central Illinois, 
although a few were originally from other parts who settled here later. They were 
common folk. They came from farms and small towns. None died in service. Many lived 
their lives after the war in anonymity, known only to their neighbors and family. Many 
were buried in what was called Union Cemetery, along Griswold which was later 
incorporated into Moffatt Cemetery. Their exact burial locations were noted in the 1956 
Illinois Veterans Commission Honor Roll. 

One soldier of special note was Nathan Ashby, a man of color, who was a private in 
Company G at the 29th United States Colored Troops during the Civil War. He was born 
in 1839 in Fulton County and enlisted on September 21, 1864. Private Ashby was present 
at Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865, when word finally reached them that the war was 
finally over and the last of the slaves were finally free. This day is commemorated as 
Juneteenth. 
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The Grand Army of the Republic ς an organization founded in Decatur, Illinois, in 1866, by 
former Civil War surgeon Dr. Benjamin Stevenson ς was begun to make sure that the Civil 
War veterans had an advocate for them and their families with the government and 
ensure that their sacrifices were not forgotten. This was the most powerful of all veteranǎΩ 
organizations at the time. Their auxiliaries were formed to assist when the last Civil War 
veteran passed away. Moffatt Cemetery, although closed almost two decades, was still 
ƻƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƳƛƴŘǎΦ !ƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ D!w ŀǳȄƛƭƛŀǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ .ǊȅƴŜǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜƭƛŜŦ /ƻrps, had 
a modest marker placed in 1920 at the edge of the abandoned cemetery, so the veterans 
would not be forgotten. That marker stood for many decades until it was finally removed 
to storage, where it was forgotten until rediscovered and placed next to the GAR Hall on 
Hamilton some 30 years ago. 

The Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War has a duty as a successor to the GAR to make 
sure that no Civil War veteran is forgotten. This is why we helped sponsor this plaque and 
flagpole to remember and honor these veterans. We could not have done it ourselves and 
thank all the other organizations and individuals who donated time and resources to 
make this happen. 

President Abraham Lincoln delivered a few words almost 160 years ago at a little place 
called Gettysburg. His words are as appropriate today as when he first spoke them. A few 
excerpts are noteworthy: ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƘŜǊŜ 
who gave their lives that the nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we 
should do this. But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we 
cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead, have consecrated it far above 
our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note nor long remember what we 
say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us, the living, rather, to be 
dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here, have, thus far, so 
nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before 
us that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they 
here gave the last full measure of devotion that we here highly resolve that these dead 
shall not have died in vain, that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom 
and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from 
ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ These words were never truer. 

!ƴŘ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀǊƘŜŀŘ 
for this event and for these plaques. Bob is a low-key kind of guy, does not want to take 
the credit. But there is credit that is due because without him deciding to take on this 
seven-year-long project, we would not be here today. So, I would like to present Mr. 
Hoffer on behalf of Colonel Bryner Camp Number 67, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil 
War, this certificate of recognition and appreciation. 
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Nance Legins-Costley 
Carl Adams, Lincoln Historian  and Author  

 

Good morning and thank you all for coming. A slave girl named Nance stood on a dirt floor 

log cabin court. And the only thing she asked for was - my personal liberty. The Founding 
CŀǘƘŜǊǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘ ŀƴȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǿƘƻ 
managed to get to any state Supreme Court three times. And when Lincoln took her case 
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ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ ƻŦ мупмΣ ƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜΣ άƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƴƻǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛǘǳŘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘέ 
three times ς once for the Northwest Territory, second for the Illinois territory, third for 
the state of Illinois. 

άbŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƴƻǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛǘǳŘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘΦέ IŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ŀǘ 
least three more times. His precedent was passed on to the second Illinois constitutional 
convention; it became part of the Constitution in 1848. Then Lincoln once again used that 
same phrase, coincidentally enough on June 19th, 1862, when he signed the legislation 
abolishing slavery in all remaining US territories during the Civil War. And the third time 
ƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ άƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƴƻǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ǎŜǊǾƛǘǳŘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘέ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ 
words to his lasting legacy to the United States Constitution, the 13th Amendment, 
February 1, 1865. 

And it all began with a slave girl named Nance Legins-Costley, buried in Peoria, Illinois. 
Thank you, and may God bless America. 
 

  



 

 
 

υρ 

Closing Comments,  
Moment of Silent Reflection  
Rev. Marvin Hightower, Peoria NAACP  President  

 
 

I, like many others, believe that history is our greatest teacher. I also believe that history 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǳǇΤ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŀǿŀȅΦ Lǘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ōŀƴƴŜŘΣ 
but it needs to be recognized so that we learn from history so ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘƻƻƳŜŘ 
to repeat history. 



 

 
 

υς 

And this is one of those steps in uncovering some very important history. And I believe 
that there are many other stories besides Nance Legins-Costley that have been hidden, 
ǎƻ ƻƴŎŜ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ŘƛƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƻƴ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƘŜǊŜΦ ²Ŝ Ƴust 
continue on to uncover those very important and powerful stories. 

And I believe that this day is a date marked out in history from the foundations of this 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦ !ƴŘ L ŀƭǎƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ŦǊŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ 
I believe that history is important. 

bƻǿ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜΣ ά¢ƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ IȅƳƴέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳƴƎΣ ά!ƳŀȊƛƴƎ 
DǊŀŎŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ CƛǊǎǘ 
Vice President Sherry Carter-Allen will be doing some singing. Thank you. We will do it for 
30 seconds. 
 

Battle Hymn of the Republic  
Sherry Carter -Allen, Vocal Artist  

 
 



 

 
 

υσ 

Amazing Grace 
Kevin Nickerson, Bagpipes Artist  

 
  


